
STAFF REPORT 
Retired elementary school 

principal Melissa Tabor grew 
up on the local golf course 
and describes how her heart 
was full watching youngsters 
this summer participating in 
the new 
Marion Bap-
tist Church 
junior golf 
series at The 
Heritage Golf 
Course at 
M a r i o n 
C o u n t r y 
Club. 

“The little 
girls were in their golf skirts, 
collared sleeveless shirts and 
visors. They were just pre-
cious,” Tabor said. 

Unless a purchaser 
emerges fairly soon, golf in 
Marion could be over, and 
part of the town’s culture 
may be forever lost. 

Built in 1964, the golf 
course and swimming pool at 
the club were part of a huge 
development phase that saw 
the number of courses in the 
United States balloon from 
3.5 million in 1950 to 11.2 

million in 1970. As the game 
began to attract middle class 
America, private clubs and 
municipal courses popped 
up in communities large and 
small. 

There was a time when 
Marion Country Club had a 
waiting list to get in. Mem-
bership required purchase of 
stock in the club and shares 
were difficult to come by with 
more than 360 members on 
the register.  

“Someone had to move off 
or die before you could buy 
their share and join,” said 
Tabor, whose relationship 
with the club is quite exten-
sive having served on its 
board of directors for many 
years and later worked there 
under its current private 
ownership. 

Over the last couple of gen-
erations, Tabor has been 
widely considered the best fe-
male golfer in Marion. She 
competed against boys as a 
high schooler and won two 
state tournament titles. She’s 
lived along the second hole of 
the links for many years and 
has always been a member. 

Golf is in her blood. It has 
molded her, and she says the 
club is responsible to a great 
degree, “For who I am.” 

It’s going to break her 
heart if an individual, busi-
ness or other entity doesn’t 
materialize 
to save it. 

“I started 
playing golf 
here and 
going to the 
pool when I 
was five 
years old, 
and now I’m 
61,” she 
said. “I’ve literally been here 
that whole time, playing, 
working and as an active 
member. It’s so sad to think 
about what could happen be-
cause this course is so much 
of our community. I don’t 
want to see that part of Mar-
ion lost.” 

Just last week, Crittenden 
County High School senior 
Jeremiah Foster won a re-
gional golf championship in 
the small-school tourna-
ment. High school golfers 
practice and play some home 

matches at the nine-hole 
course in Marion. 

The club, which includes a 
large, in-ground swimming 
pool, 8,000-square-foot club-
house, disc golf, restaurant 
and bar, was largely private 
for decades. When member-
ship waned as golf’s national 
enthusiasm slowed in the 
past couple of decades, the 
club’s board of directors sold 
it to King Heritage, Inc.  

Californian Eddie King, 
who grew up in Fredonia, is 
currently president and ma-
jority shareholder of the cor-
poration. Since King Heritage 
purchased the club in 2015, 
handsome upgrades have 
been made. Yet, a decline in 
interest has proven difficult 
to overcome. Nationwide, be-
tween 2003 and 2018, golf 
saw a drop of more than 6.8 
million players and more 
than 1,200 course closures, 
according to the National 
Recreation and Park Associ-
ation.  

Sam and Linda Smith are 
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City surveying utility 
users that live outside 
of Marion’s City Limits 
   The City of Marion recently 
mailed important surveys to munic-
ipal water customers that live just 
outside of the Marion City Limits. 
The city says it needs information 
from those customers in order to 
determine whether it qualifies for a 
Community Development Block 
Grant that will help offset costs of 
repairing the aging water distribu-
tion system.  
 

Handful of local races 
on November’s ballot 
   There is potential for up to three 
local races on the November gen-
eral election ballot. There is for cer-
tain going to be one city council 
race to fill an unexpired term. 
Tracey Cook and Taylor Davis have 
filed to seek that post. Cook is cur-
rently serving in the council seat on 
an interim basis. Whoever is elected 
will take office immediately and 
serve through 2024. There are two 
open positions in the county and at 
this point, only write-in candidates 
can qualify to be elected. The posi-
tions are for District 6 constable 
and Crittenden County Surveyor. 
The constable post recently became 
vacant when the district’s consta-
ble, Don Herrin, accepted a position 
as a special deputy at the sheriff’s 
department. Filing deadline for 
write-in candidates is Oct. 27. The 
term for constable and surveyor is 
four years. To be elected, the sur-
veyor must hold a Kentucky license 
as a professional land surveyor.  
 

Bottled water handout 
   City of Marion officials this week 
began distributing a cache of bot-
tled water that has been stored 
since last spring. The bottled water 
is being offered to people who visit 
the Victory Garden each day. Some 
of the water has been donated to 
Crittenden County Schools and the 
Crittenden County Detention Cen-
ter. The bottles of water were pro-
vided to the community last spring 
during the height of its drinking 
water crisis.  

 
Here is how to reserve 
Park or Market on Main  

As fall nears and folks begin to 
spend more time enjoying the 
outdoors, Marion Tourism and 
Recreation Commission and Mar-
ion-Crittenden County Park Board 
remind citizens that organized 
use of the farmers market and/or 
park requires an approved reser-
vation. There is a small fee for 
commercial vendors at Imogene 
Stout Market on Main. At the city-
county park there is a small cost 
for groups or individuals who 
charge an entry fee for organized 
events, but no charge for use of 
the pavilions. Still reservations are 
required. Call Marion Welcome 
Center at  (270) 965-5015 to 
make a reservation. 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

•Crittenden County Fiscal Court 
will meet at 8:30 a.m., Thursday, 
Aug. 24 at the courthouse. 

•Crittenden-Livingston Water 
District will meet at 4 p.m., Mon-
day, Aug. 28 at Deer Lakes. 

•Crittenden County Board of 
Education will have a hearing with 
regard to its 2023 tax rate at 5 
p.m., Thursday, Sept. 7 and a 
special meeting will follow the 
hearing. Both will be at Rocket 
Arena conference room.

24/7 BREAKING AND LOCAL NEWS / THE-PRESS.COM                           AN INDEPENDENTLY-OWNED, LOCAL NEWSPAPER SINCE 1879 ONE DOLLAR

     The 

Crittenden Press
     The 

Crittenden Press

©2023, The Crittenden Press Inc. 
The contents of this newspaper, 

including stories and advertising, are protected by U.S. copyright laws.

    The 

Crittenden Press 
USPS 138-260 / Marion, Ky.

10 PAGES / VOLUME 142 / NUMBER 34 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 24, 2023 Foster scores ‘A’ regional golf title | Page 8 

KingTabor

Last Round?
Course for sale; users lament possibilities

City raising 
water rates 

Revenue needed, leaders say 
to combat problematic system 

 
STAFF REPORT 

In the face of an ongoing raw water crisis and increasing 
sewer costs, city residents will next month see a 40-percent 
hike in water bills. 

Marion City Council voted 4-2 on Monday to raise water 
rates, which haven’t gone up since 2015, in order to meet a 
growing demand for greater cash flow to help maintain and 
improve the water treatment plant, distribution system and 
solve its raw water problem. 

In the spring of 2022, a leak in the levee of Lake George – 
the town’s largest source of raw water – prompted an inten-
tional breach of the dam to avoid a potential catastrophic fail-
ure. Since then, Marion has been under a water conservation 
order and working toward short- and long-term solutions to 

its plight.  
The town’s water woes have exposed a number of pro-

claimed deficiencies in its water department, including its 
rate system. An independent study by Rural Community As-
sistance Partnership (RCAP) found that Marion needed a 40-
percent water rate increase, just to break even. After 
examining financial figures from the city’s water department, 
RCAP found that Marion’s water department had lost more 
than $218,000 in the year prior to the water crisis. 

The rate hike approved earlier this week will mean that the 
base fee for water customers in Marion go up to $26.78 a 
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2023 REAL PROPERTY TAX RATES 
TAX DISTRICT                 Change       2023        2022 

City of Marion*        +0.1        22.5       22.4 

Crittenden County   +0.2        11.8        11.6 

School District*       +2.6        51.6       49.0 

Extension                +0.2          4.3         4.1 

Health Tax              none          3.0         3.0  

Public Library         none          5.0         5.0 

Values are shown as cents per $100 of assessed value 
* Proposed rates, requires later passage

School, city, others finalizing tax rates
STAFF REPORT 

Local taxing districts 
have either set or pro-
posed their tax rates for 
2023, but Crittenden 
County taxpayers will not 
be able to pay their bills 
until a little later this 
year. 

Because county offices 
will be moving from the 
courthouse to the new 
Crittenden County Office 
Complex in Industrial 
Park South, tax bills will 

go out a bit later and pay-
ment will not be accepted 
until starting Nov. 1, by 
which time the sheriff 
should be moved into his 
new office on Industrial 
Drive.  

Typically, there is a dis-
count period during Octo-
ber when county 
taxpayers can save two 
percent by paying early. 
That discount period will 
this year will be during 
November. 

The City of Marion pro-
posed its property tax 
rates for 2023 during 
Monday’s city council 
meeting. It plans to take 
the compensating rate at 
22.5 cents per $100 of as-
sessed value. That’s up 
slightly from 2022’s rate 
of 22.4 because the city’s 
property value assess-
ment is down, but the 
town will take in basically  

 
See TAXES/page 8 

Marion’s water plant on Chapel Hill Road needs upgrades and 
repairs. So do troubled areas of the distribution system.



Williams 

Harley Deonn 
“Speedy” Williams, 
83, of Carrsville, died 
Saturday, Aug. 19, 
2023 at Mercy Health 
L o u r d e s 
in Padu-
cah. 

He re-
tired from 
t h e 
U n i t e d 
States Air 
Force after 
24 years and 
he was a die-
sel mechanic 
for Vulcan 
Materials for over 18 
years. He enjoyed 
playing cards (espe-
cially High-9), travel-
ing and had fun 
wherever he went. He 
visited 48 states and 
five countries. He 
loved his family, espe-
cially his grandchil-
dren. 

Surviving are his 
wife of 60 years, 
Donna Williams; two 
daughters, Debbie 
(David) Collins of West 
Paducah and DeAnna 
(Darrell) McDonald of 
Carrsville; a son, Dar-
rin (Roseann) Wil-
liams of Smithland; a  
brother, Steve (Kathy) 
Williams of Louisville; 
a step-sister; Sharon 
(Ricky) Thompson of 
Salem; seven grand-
children, Darrick Wil-
liams of Madisonville, 
Brandon Williams of 
Smithland, SueAnna 
Williams of Smith-
land, Sy Noble 
McDonald of Carrs-
ville, Eli Harley 
McDonald of Carrs-
ville, Dawson Collins 
of West Paducah, 
Baron Collins of West 
Paducah; a great- 
granddaughter, Keyle 
Williams of Madison-
ville; and several 
nieces, nephews, 
cousins and friends. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Harley F. and Juanita 
(Armstrong) Williams; 
and brother, Bobby 
Norris Williams. 

Services are at 1 
p.m., Saturday, Aug. 
26 at Boyd Funeral 
Directors and Crema-
tion Services with 
Bro. David LeNeave 
officiating. 

Burial will follow in 
Hopewell Cemetery, 
with military honors. 

Friends may visit 
with the family from 
10 a.m., until the fu-
neral hour on Sat-
urday, in the chapel 
of Boyd Funeral Di-
rectors and Crema-
tion Services. 

Paid obituary 
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COMBINING
&dignity

affordability.

®

We offer one of our most popular caskets 
together with our uncompromised service. 
That means we can create the funeral you 
had in mind, for much less than you would have expected—just one of 
the many ways you’ll be pleasantly surprised.

Burial Services 
Starting at 
$5,850*
• Professional Services
• 20 Gauge Steel Casket
•  Same Day Visitation  
and Funeral Service

•  Memorial DVD and 
Webcasting

212 East Main Street • Salem, Kentucky

270-988-3131
BoydFuneralDirectors.com

Serving our families since 1902
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Nurse practitioner Sharon 
Hodges has begun providing 
treatment at a clinic she 
helped organize five years 
ago.   

The nurse practitioner who 
is certified in wound care, 
pain management and geron-
tology, was involved in the or-
ganization of the Wound Care 
Clinic at Crittenden Hospital 
in 2018. 

“Five years ago we were 
sending patients to other hos-
pitals frequently, and many of 
them did not want to go out of 
town,” Hodges explained. 
That prompted the addition of 
specialized treatment in 
wound care in Marion. 

While wound care primarily 
consists of outpatient proce-
dures, Hodges said there are 
times that 
treatment is 
provided to in-
dividuals who 
are either 
hospitalized 
or in the nurs-
ing home.  

There are 
times that 
Hodges sees an overlap be-
tween pain management and 
wound care. 

“Chronic wounds don’t heal 
for various reasons, espe-
cially for people with cancer 
or those who are immuno-

compromised, and they may 
need pain management as 
well,” she said. 

Types of wounds that re-
quire treatment are those 
originating as pressure sores, 
venous, arterial, diabetic, sur-
gical and traumatic wounds, 
as well as those caused by 
lymphedema and edema. 

Hodges will continue to 

offer pain management on 
Wednesday and Thursdays in 
the Specialty Clinic at Family 
Practice Clinic.  

Since she began offering 
pain management services 
locally early in 2023, the serv-
ice has grown to more than 
200 patients in the last three 
months. 

Hodges provides treatment for chronic wounds

LAND 
AUCTION

RANCHANDFARMAUCTIONS .COM

AUCTION:  
LIVE AND ONLINE AT  

RANCHANDFARMAUCTIONS.COM

AUCTION DATE: 8/30/23

AUCTION TIME: 11:00 AM

AUCTION LOCATION: VFW
2321 VFW LANE, PROVIDENCE, KY 42450

IN COOPERATION WITH WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE, LLC

MATT YOUNG, AGENT (270) 952-8624

133 AC± | 4 TRACTS 
WEBSTER CO, KY

Property is being surveyed; acreage may change, and will be announced on the day of the auction.

IN COOPERATION WITH WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE LLC (237494)

Debbie Laux, Ranch & Farm Auctions, KY Broker Lic. #247145 | Derek Fisher, Whitetail Properties Real Estate, KY Broker Lic. #265593

Joe Gizdic, Director, Ranch & Farm Auctions, 217.299.0332 | Matt Young, Kentucky Land Specialist for Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC, 270.952.8624

Cody Lowderman, KY Auctioneer, RP 3502

For an appointment, call (270) 918-9990 

BY LESLEA BARNES 
CRITTENDEN 4-H AGENT 

Amid Kentucky’s ex-
treme summer tempera-
tures, high humidity and 
prolonged heat can make 
being outdoors uncom-
fortable and dangerous. 
During this time, you 
need to know the signs 
and symptoms of heat-
related illnesses and how 
to treat them. These in-
clude heat exhaustion, 
heat cramps and the 
most serious – heat-
stroke (also known as 
sun stroke). 

Heat-related illnesses 
occur when a person’s 
body cannot properly 
cool itself. These sick-
nesses can occur at any 
age, but people at great-
est risk include infants 
and children up to four 
years old, adults 65 and 
over and those who are 
overweight. Sudden ex-
posure to hot weather 
and lack of air condition-
ing, certain illnesses and 
medications, such as an-

tihistamines and anti-
psychotics, can also in-
crease risk of 
heat-related illnesses.  

Older adults are at risk 
for many reasons. Sweat 
glands, which help cool 
the body, often diminish 
in number with age, and 
those remaining may not 
function as well as they 
once did. Existing health 
problems, especially in-
volving the heart, lung 
and kidneys and some 
medications can also in-
crease older adults’ risk 
of heat-related illness. 

Here are some tips 
from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion: 

• Keep up-to-date on 
the weather forecast and 
stay in your home or 
another air-conditioned 
facility, such as a mall, 
public library or heat-re-
lief shelter if the tem-
peratures and humidity 
are forecasted to be ex-
treme. 

• Avoid strenuous out-

door activities, such as 
exercise or gardening, 
during the hottest hours 
of the day. 

• Stay hydrated by 
drinking plenty of water, 
fruit or vegetable juices. 
Drink even when you are 
not thirsty. Avoid caf-
feine and alcohol. 

• Wear loose, light-
weight and light-colored 
clothing. 

• Avoid using your 
oven and cover windows 
that receive direct sun-
light to keep your house 
cooler. 

• Take cool showers or 
baths to help yourself 
cool down. 

Know the signs of 
heatstroke – high body 
temperature, dizziness, 
fatigue, lack of coordi-
nation, cold and clammy 
skin, racing heart rate, 
headache, nausea/vom-
iting, changes in cog-
nition and/or behavior, 
rapid breathing, muscle 
spasms and/or cramps 
and ankle swelling. Heat-
stroke is a potentially 
life-threatening condition 
that requires immediate 
medical attention. 

Seek immediate medi-
cal attention if someone 
has signs of a heat-re-
lated illness. 

Elderly at risk for heat illness
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KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Kentucky farmers donated $735,815.88 to the Ag Tag Program for 2023. The voluntary donations are divided 
equally among Kentucky 4-H, Kentucky FFA, and the Kentucky Department of Agriculture (KDA). This year each 
group received $245,271.96. Pictured second from left is Crittenden County High School senior Kailyn Stokes, 
state 4-H reporter. Also pictured is Commissioner of Agriculture Dr. Ryan Quarles (right) making one of the Ag 
Tag donation last week at the Kentucky State Fair.
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Crittenden County 
Public Library soon will 
be lending more than 
books. 

Beginning in Sep-
tember, the library will 
loan out fishing poles 
compliments of a pro-
gram hosted by Kentucky 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife Resources. 

As a Loaner Pole loca-
tion, Marion’s library will 
have 10 fishing poles 
available for checkout by 
library cardholders. 

The program will kick 
off Friday, Sept. 8. 

Crittenden County pro-
gramming librarians 
have been educated 
about fishing practices as 
well as various resources 
available for Kentucky 
fishermen. 

A recent class offered 
in Paducah addressed 
the  topics of fishing pole 
and equipment selection, 
artificial and live bait se-
lection, knot tying and 
pole assembly, casting 
techniques and more. 
Participants, including a 
Crittenden County Public 

Library employee, also 
learned about the Loaner 
Pole program, which 
gives regional agencies 
such as public libraries 
and Extension offices the 
opportunity to house and 
loan out gear. 

 The program is part of 
the Kentucky’s Fishing In 
Neighborhoods (FINS) 
Lakes project. There are 
45 FIN locations state-
wide, including Lake 
George in Marion, which 
currently is closed to rec-
reational activities. 

“It is the library's hope 
that providing free access 
to fishing poles will re-
move a cost barrier from 
this natural resource and 
allow more Crittenden 
County residents access 
to quality fishing oppor-
tunities close to home,” 
said Leah Chumbler, 
Crittenden County Public 
Library director. 

Youth ages 15 and 
younger are not required 
to posses a fishing li-
cense. Everyone age 16 
and older must posses a 
statewide fishing license. 

Library lending 
fishing poles in 
addition to books

Crittenden County Clerk RFP 
sealed bid on a Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives 
(KDLA) grant proposal to digitize more than two dozen Plats 
and six ledger-size record books; microfilm 195 Plats and 23 
legal-size Mortgage books; acquire a desktop scanner to back-
scan records into digital format; and obtain fire-resistant 
vertical filing cabinets for permanent records located in the 
county 
preservation of vital records, as well as make them more 
accessible to the public. 

If you are interested, below you will find the details of our 
proposed project. Please, carefully review the information prior 
to submitting your bid proposal. 

This project has five sections, each of which could/may be 
awarded to a different vendor. Therefore, bid on each section 
of interest, and if not interested, please submit a No Bid for 
that section(s). 
 
Section I 
Acquire desktop scanner to allow staff to back-scan in-house 
and digitize various legal-size record books (1974 to present) 
for permanent storage and public access.  
The specifications for the scanner are as follows: 

 Resolution capability of 300 dpi or larger; 
 Ability to save files as PDF, TIF and JPG at minimum; 
 Capable of batch-scanning up to 8 ½ by 15 paper; 
 Compatible with Windows environment; 
 Automatic image correction; 
 Automatic feed of up to 42 lb. paper stock; 
 Feed tray capacity of up to 200 sheets; 
 USB interface; and 
 Capable of duplex scanning face. 

 
Section II 
Security Microfilm records into 35 mm, where applicable, 
following KDLA imaging guidelines, and deliver to KDLA as well 

 
 195 Plats (1998-2012). Series L1329. 
 23 Mortgage Books (2007-12). Vital. Series L1344. 

 
Section III 
Create digital images, following KDLA imaging guidelines, for 
permanent storage and public access. Deliver images to KDLA 

interface. 
 28 Plats up to 24- by 36-inches (2021-22). Series L1329. 
 1 Power of Attorney Book (1948-73). Series L1338. 
 5 Record of Board of Election Commissioners Books 

(1898-2020). Series L1384. 
 

Section IV 
Index digital images for permanent storage and public access. 

 28 Plats (2021-22) with indexing for document type, book 
type, description, grantor, grantee, date, book number 
and page number. Series L1329. 

 1 Power of Attorney Book (1948-73) with indexing for 
document type, book type, description, grantor, grantee, 
date, book number and page number. Vital. Series L1338. 

 5 Record of Board of Election Commissioners Books 
(1898-2020) with indexing for date, document type, 
description, book number and page number. Series L1384. 

 
Section V 
Acquire two FireKing fireproof, four-drawer lateral filing 
cabinets to store permanent records not currently retained in 
fireproof storage. The cabinets should fit the following 
parameters: 

 Fit within a 45-inch wide by 24-inch depth by 54-inch 
height area. 

 Have a lifetime warranty; 
 Have 1-hour fire and impact rating; 
 Accommodate legal-size hanging files; 
 Have scratch-resistant, powder coating; 
 Be parchment in color; 
 Offer UL listed high security lock; 
 Be insulated between all drawers; and 
 Have free replacement guarantee. 
 The following record series will be secured in the cabinet: 
 Wills, original/unbound (1978-2022). Series L1314.  
 Estate Settlements File, unbound/post-1869 (1962-77). 

Series L5049.  
 Official County and Record of Election Totals (1972-

present). Vital. Series L1405. 
 Certificates of Election (2020-present). Series L1406. 
 Certificate of Nomination (2020-present). Series L1423. 
 Election Petitions (1998-present). Series L1424. 

  
Sealed bids must be returned by mail or in person by the time 
of bid opening at 9 a.m. on Sept. 7, 2023. Bids must include all 
costs, including shipping, handling and delivery charges, if 
applicable. Bids may be sent to: 
 
Daryl K. Tabor 
Crittenden County Clerk 
200 Industrial Dr., Ste. B 
Marion, KY 42064 
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Livingston County 
Board of Education 
on Monday, Aug. 14 
received updates on a 
number of school ini-
tiatives including the 
summer feeding pro-
gram which success-
fully served over 
52,000 meals from 
the end of May 
through July.  

Director of Pupil 
Personnel Amy Ram-
age reported that Car-
dinal Kickoff had 
more than 750 partic-
ipants who received 
school supplies 
thanks to the gener-
osity of community 
businesses.  

Each Livingston 
County school had 
successful Back-to-
School nights, and 
South Livingston held 
a successful Boo-Hoo 
Yahoo Breakfast for 
parents of kinder-
garten students.  
North Livingston Ele-
mentary, under the 
leadership of Principal 
Kenley Ringstaff, re-
ported the addition of 
teachers Katelyn 
Wright and Tabby 
Padon. LCMS had a 
great turnout with its 
Back-to-School Shin 
Dig. Its summer en-
gagement program 
was a hit and in-
cluded 12 outings 
with more than 150 
students participat-
ing. LCHS welcomes 
new English teachers 
Michael Godbey and 
Tori Benard, and ad-
ministrators are ex-

cited about ren-
ovations over the 
summer, especially in 
the gym.  

Superintendent Dr. 
David Meinschein 
provided a summary 
of his testimony be-
fore the Kentucky 
State Senate to advo-
cate for higher start-
ing salaries for 
teachers.  

Meinschein an-
nounced receipt of a 
USDA Rural School 
Grant in the amount 
of $97,000. The ma-
jority of this grant will 
be used to replace 
serving lines at both 
elementary schools. A 
$25,000 portion of the 
grant is earmarked for 
a Garden to School 
program that will 

work with the agricul-
ture department at 
Livingston Central to 
provide fresh vege-
tables for food service.  

PFGW representa-
tive and architect Paul 
King provided an up-
date on the Career 
and Technical Educa-
tion wing renovation 
at Livingston Central, 
which will include in-
terior and exterior 
work. The board sub-
sequently approved a 
BG-3 for the project.  

Meinschein re-
ported receipt of a 
rural healthcare grant 
that will allow the dis-
trict to share the serv-
ices of a physician 
with other school dis-
tricts.    

The board voted to 

set its tax rate at 45.4 
cents per $100 as-
sessed value on real 
estate. The 2022 rate 
was 44.4 cents. The 
board left its personal 
property tax un-
changed at 45.2 cents 
per $100 assessed 
value for motor ve-
hicles and watercraft.  

The board meeting 
ended with the ap-
proval of Dr. Mein-
schein’s evaluation 
disclosed in July. The 
board gave Dr. Mein-
schein “exemplary” 
ratings in all seven 
leadership standards.  

The next board 
meeting will be at 6 
p.m., Monday, Sept. 
11, in the Livingston 
Central High School 
library. 

Livingston sets tax rate, announces grants



Fitzgerald caught, jailed 
in Muhlenberg County 

Authorities in Muhlenberg County 
arrested fugitive Brian Fitzgerald of 
Marion earlier this week at a motel in 
Central City. 

Fitzgerald, 35, had been on the 
run since avoiding 
capture in rural 
Crittenden County 
on July 25. He was 
wanted on drug 
trafficking and 
other charges 
here. A record 
amount of 
methamphetamine 
was allegedly 
seized at his 
home during exe-
cution of a search 
warrant in July. 
Local authorities say the ATF is in-
volved and federal drug and firearms 
charges are pending against Fitzger-
ald in U.S. District Court for the 
Western District of Kentucky Paducah 
Division. 

Taken into custody early Tuesday 
morning, Fitzgerald faces multiple 
charges in Muhlenberg County ram-
ming a police cruiser and trying 
elude authorities. He is charged with 
felony first-degree wanton endan-
germent of a police officer, felony 
first-degree fleeing or evading police 
in a motor vehicle and felony first-
degree fleeing or evading police on 
foot. He is also charged with misde-
meanor leaving the scene of an acci-
dent and failure to render aid. 

At 6:45 a.m., Tuesday, members 
of the Western Kentucky Violent 
Crimes Task Force in cooperation 
with the Muhlenberg County Sheriff’s 
Office, Central City Police Depart-
ment, Lyon County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, Kentucky State Police and ATF 
agents had been conducting surveil-
lance at a Super 8 motel when 
Fitzgerald came outside and got into 
a red 2008 Chevrolet Cobalt passen-
ger vehicle. When police closed in to 
make an arrest, Fitzgerald fled in the 
vehicle, ramming a state police 
cruiser before fleeing and nearly col-
liding with the Lyon County Sheriff 
and a federal ATF agent. Fitzgerald’s 
vehicle also collided with two parked 
and unoccupied vehicles at the motel 
before leaving the parking lot. Upon 
exciting the lot, Fitzgerald lost con-
trol of the vehicle and it traveled 
down an embankment on South Sec-
ond Street in Central City. 

The suspect got out of the vehicle 
and ran into a heavily forested area 
with thick underbrush and briars, ac-
cording to Sgt. Alex Piper of the 
Muhlenberg County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. Police pursued and eventually 
caught Fitzgerald and placed him 
under arrest after deploying a Taser 
to subdue him.  

Muhlenberg authorities also ar-
rested Lee A. Adams, 30, of Kuttawa 
who had accompanied Fitzgerald at 
the motel. She was charged with 
first-degree possession of a con-
trolled substance (methampheta-
mine) and possession of drug 
paraphernalia. Additional charges are 
pending against Adams. 

Crittenden County authorities had 
tried to serve a warrant on Fitzgerald 
in Frances near his home on July 25. 
However, he crashed a motorcycle 
and escaped on foot.  

Sheriff Evan Head said at the time 
that he believed Fitzgerald was oper-
ating a significant drug-pushing en-
terprise. A subsequent search of his 
home led to the seizure of what law 
enforcement said was nearly 20 
pounds of methamphetamine, heroin 
and marijuana. Including cash and 

drugs, the value of items seized was 
more than $200,000, the sheriff 
said. 

It was the largest methampheta-
mine seizure in county history. While 
executing the July search warrant at 
Fitzgerald’s residence on Brown 
Mines Road, investigators also dis-
covered a handgun, 9mm and .223 
caliber ammunition, books on muni-
tions, improvised explosive devices, 
a steel flechette, sharpened metal 
projectiles often used in bombs, a 
marijuana-growing site consisting of 
more than 70 plants, a large amount 
of dried marijuana, heroin and other 
drug paraphernalia.  
Fredonia woman charged 
with making false claim 
about fugitive to 911 

A Fredonia woman was charged 
last week with disorderly conduct 
and public intoxication from a con-
trolled substance after she allegedly 
phoned 911 with an erroneous re-
port. 

About 4:30 p.m., last Thursday, 
911 dispatch in Caldwell County re-
ceived a call, allegedly from Sabrina 
Brown from an address on KY 902 
East. The police report says the caller 
reported that a fugitive had come to 
her house and threatened her before 
running to the woods. 

Crittenden County Sheriff Evan 
Head said Crittenden County author-
ities were notified because the caller 
allegedly reported that Brian Fitzger-
ald was the fugitive. Law enforce-
ment in Crittenden County had for 
several weeks been looking for 
Fitzgerald who was on the run after a 
large amount of methamphetamine, 
marijuana and other drugs were 
seized at this residence. He was 
caught in Muhlenberg County Tues-
day, where he faces new charges. 

Caldwell County Deputy Mac En-
glebright arrested Brown, 41, and 
lodged her in the county jail. His ci-
tation says the 911 caller’s intent 
was “to cause public inconvenience, 
annoyance or alarm and (it) created a 
hazardous and physically offensive 
condition that served no legitimate 
purpose.” 

In July, Brown was found guilty of 
calling 911 dispatch at least a dozen 
times on June 25 and June 26 and 
hanging up the phone. 

  

Park walking trail will be 
closed 2 days for coating  

  The 1.25-mile walking trail at 
Marion-Crittenden County Park will 
be closed on Wednesday and Thurs-
day, Aug. 30-31 weather permitting, 
so a contractor can seal coat the 
pavement and repair cracks. Max-
Corp will be doing the work and will 
post signs at entry points to the trail. 
Walkers, runners and cyclists should 
avoid the track on these days.  

 

City appoints  Maxfield, 
Stinnett to local boards 

Marion City Council this week ap-
proved a couple of appointments to 
local boards.  

Kayla Maxfield was chosen to ful-
fill an unexpired term on the City of 
Marion Planning and Zoning Com-
mission. She will complete the term 
of Bill Frazer, who has resigned. The 
term will run through August 2027. 

Beth Stinnett was chosen to serve 
on the Marion Tourism and Recre-
ation Commission, fulfilling the un-
expired term of Katie Wheeler. 
Stinnett’s appointment will run 

through November 2024. 
 

New pavement going down 
on Wolf Creek Rd this week 

Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 
(KYTC) will be paving a section of KY 
1917 (Wolf Creek Road) in eastern 
Crittenden County this week. 

Work was to begin on Wednesday 
and be completed by Friday. 

The project area is from Roberts 
Road extending northward to KY 120 
(Providence Road), a distance of just 
under 1.5 miles. 

Motorists should be alert for one-
lane traffic with alternating flow con-
trolled by flaggers. Some delays are 
possible during the movement and 
placement of equipment to facilitate 
the work. 

 

Fredonia leaves tax rate 
same for property in ’23 

Property tax rates in Fredonia will 
stay the same in 2023 as they were 
last year. The city council there ap-
proved a 28-cent per $100 of as-
sessed value on real property during 
its meeting Monday night. The same 
rate was set for personal property. 
Mayor Jim Seibert said because of a 
slight increase in the assessed value 
and new taxable property in Fredo-
nia, the city will generate about 
$7,500 in new revenue this year. 

Fredonia’s property tax rate has 
not changed in the last four years. 

The city council also approved in-
stalling a “speed hump” on West 
Pierson Street to help control traffic 
in the residential neighborhood.  

 
 

KY Colonels settle suit 
In a resolution to a January com-

plaint filed by The Honorable Order 
of Kentucky Colonels (HOKC), the 
United States District Court for the 
Western District of Kentucky has is-
sued a permanant injunction in favor 
of the 92-year-old charitable organ-
ization. The suit sought to enforce a 
2020 injunction which prohibited 
Kentucky Colonels International and 
associated defendants from using 
the trademarked Kentucky Colonels 
name in the sale of branded mer-
chandise bearing the moniker as well 
as attempted fundraising in brazenly 
and deceptively use of its trademarks 
and trade name for personal enrich-
ment. 

Those individuals had created 
unauthorized groups, deceptively 
identifying themselves as “Kentucky 
Colonel,” “Kentucky Colonel Commu-
nity,” “Kentucky Colonel Club,” and 
“Kentucky ColonelTM 1775,” linking 
to websites including “Kentucky 
Colonelcy: The Honorable & Official 
Title” and “Office of the Colonelcy.” 
Among other things, the groups are 
soliciting registry dues and licensing 
fees from commissioned Kentucky 
Colonels to be considered an “offi-
cial” Kentucky Colonel and marketing 
“official” badges and “official” ID 
cards.  

 

50 YEARS AGO 
August 23, 1973 
n Many grocery stores in Marion faced a 
food shortage. Specifically aggravating to 
local grocery merchants was the shortage 
of beef, canned meats and canned fruit 
and vegetables. Managers said the short-
age was critical and many stores operated 
on a quota of meats. One store represen-
tative said their beef case was empty one 
night before closing. 
n The Hortence B. Ingram and its tow 
struck a lock gate at Dam 50 rendering the 
lock inoperable and tying up traffic along 
the river. The boat was northbound on the 
Ohio with its tow of 11,000 tons of gaso-
line when it struck the gate. The gate was 
damaged badly enough that it could not 
function. Cushioning timbers on the gate 
face prevented damage to the tow. About 
20 tows were backed up above the dam 
and 25 below, forcing the lockmaster to 
lower the dams’ wickets and allow boats to 
pass directly over the dam.  
n Former Crittenden County High School 
basketball player David Turley signed a 
basketball grant in aid with Kentucky Busi-
ness College of Lexington. Turley received 
two varsity letters in basketball, one letter 
in baseball, and three team trophies for 
the best one-on-one player in high school.  
n Representing Crittenden County at the 
annual Kentucky Youth Conference at 
Louisville were Laura Phillips and Robin 
Webb. 
 

25 YEARS AGO 
August 20, 1998 
n Dr. Paul Herrell M.D., an associate of 
Crittenden Hospital, performed the health-
care organization’s first cataract surgeries. 
He was affiliated with the Ophthalmology 
Associates of Western Kentucky. The 
equipment and technical support for the 
new cataract surgeries was provided by 
Vantage Technology, a company that 
catered to small, rural hospitals by provid-
ing the latest technology without requiring 
the hospital to purchase it.  
n Norm Brown, who owned a home and 
property on the southeast shore of Lake 
George, asked permission to build a small 
dock jutting out from his property onto the 
city lake. Five of eight adjoining landown-
ers had access to the waterfront, accord-
ing to maps and records. Council 
members questioned the ramifications of 
further development on the city’s water 
supply. Concerns arose that a huge 
buildup around the lake might threaten the 
water’s purity.  

n The Family Practice Clinic Laboratory 
met all criteria for laboratory accreditation 
by COLA, a national healthcare accredita-
tion organization. Accreditation was given 
to laboratories that applied rigid standards 
of quality in day-to-day operations, 
demonstrated accuracy in the perform-
ance of proficiency testing and passed a 
rigorous on-site laboratory survey. Under 
the direction of Dr. Gary James and man-
agement of Dr. Greg Maddux, the clinic 
earned COLA accreditation as a result of a 
long-term commitment to quality service to 
patients.  
n The Crittenden County 4-H Wranglers 
Horse Club facilitated a horse show during 
the Crittenden County Lions Club Fair. 
This was the first time that 4-H had taken 
an active role in a horse show for the 
county fair. The show consisted of 18 
classes that ranged from three to 12 en-
trees, a costume class and a treasure 
hunt. Several businesses helped aid the 
production of the show and Matt Grimes 
announced.  
 

10 YEARS AGO 
August 22, 2013 
n Kentucky farmers harvested record-
breaking corn and bean crops due to 
abundant rainfall and colder temperatures. 
Expectations for the harvest were great in 
the state, where corn and soybeans ac-
counted for about one-third of the overall 
agricultural cash receipts hovering around 
$5 billion annually. Corn production was 
forecasted to reach a record 231 million 
bushels, up 122 percent from the year be-
fore. Corn yield was estimated at 154 
bushels per acre, up 86 bushels an acre 
from the previous year. 
n A program that allowed Crittenden 
County students to take their own technol-
ogy into the classroom for instruction re-
quired students to pass a digital driver’s 
license test. Students were also required 
to turn in the acceptable use policy with a 
parent or guardian signature to participate 
in the program.  
n Most residents of Crittenden County 
paid a higher rate for electricity usage. 
The average Kenergy Corp. customer, 
which served most rural areas of Critten-
den County, paid roughly 20 percent more 
for their power to cover each electric coop-
erative’s increased cost to purchase elec-
tricity for distribution.  

 
Read Brenda Underdown’s 
Forgotten Passages column 

at The Press Online 
between newspaper issues. 
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Some of the most beauti-
ful words I know are found 
in the Poetry and Prophets 
in the Old Testament. So 
are some of the 
most graphic 
and horrifying. 
Poetry has that 
ability. We can 
say things in 
verse that we 
have trouble 
saying in prose.

I don’t know 
exactly why that 
is. Maybe it is 
because poetry, 
for some rea-
son, gets into 
our emotions 
so much more 
quickly. It might 
be because 
poetry is just 
opaque enough 
to allow the 
words to get in before we 
have time to process what 
is being said.

Now, set those poems to 
music and a person can be 
heard singing words that 
they would never speak. 
Singing a song adds a level 
of interest and complex-
ity that pulls us into the 
world of the poet/com-
poser. Songs are full of 
hidden, or not so hidden, 
meanings. They have the 
ability to re昀ect our con-
dition and create another 
at the same time. Once a 
song is sung in front of a 
group of people, it takes 
on a life and meaning of its 
own. It cannot be unsung. 
Even if the writer explains 
its meaning (many never 
do), it will not change that 
昀rst impression. In what-
ever way the hearer hears 
it is what it means. Same 
is true of speeches and 
sermons.

There has always been a 
segment of every musical 
genre that acts as protest. 
We are fortunate to live in 
a country that allows all 
kinds of music and speech. 
We are nearly always free 
from direct government 
action but are never free 
of the consequences. The 
protest may be in the form 
of vulgarity or other offen-
sive language. It usually 
represents frustration and 
is a response to not feeling 
heard.

We have seen protests 
over the past few years in 
the form of not singing as 
well. While I do not always 
agree why that is done, I do 
believe it to be legitimate. 
Not singing any song for a 
reason when most people 
are will nearly always be-
gin a discussion. 

Some songs, however, 
demonstrate to us the con-
tinuing dif昀culty we have 
in this country around 

race, socioeco-
nomics, and 
regional (main-
ly urban/rural) 
cultures. I have 
not listened to 
country music 
for years. I don’t 
really dislike it 
but there are 
several other 
genres that I 
like better and 
gravitate toward 
them.

Until recently 
I had not heard 
of Jason Aldean 
(yeah, I’m that 
out of touch). 
His recent song 
“Try That in a 

Small Town” sparked quite 
a bit of discussion. This is 
an example of a song gen-
erating very different re-
sponses. I, for one, do not 
believe that the setting for 
the video was just a coin-
cidence. It was intentional, 
hurtful, and cynical. The 
artists and producers are 
not that dumb and igno-
rant. The usefulness of 
this song was seen in the 
discussion that surround-
ed it. In the grand scheme 
of things, it is not that 
important. Except that it 
demonstrates that as far 
as we have come in race 
relations today, we have a 
long way to go.

I doubt if anyone outside 
of a few miles of Farmville, 
Va., or subscribers to radio 
had heard of Oliver Antho-
ny until a few days ago. I 
know nothing about him. 
I did listen to the song, 
“Rich Men North of Rich-
mond.” It is a cry to be 
heard and carries with it 
some (unintentional) racial 
tones. Times and places 

change and not everyone 
from a place thinks alike. 
But it is worth noting that 
Farmville is in a county 
that chose to shut its pub-
lic schools rather than in-
tegrate in 1959. There are 
lyrics in that song that can 
more easily be sung than 
said. I, for one, think that it 
is a man who simply wrote 
what he was thinking and 
then put it to music. The 
lyrics are blunter, but the 
slick, cynical, plausible 
deniability of Aldean is not 
there. 

Both are somewhat of-
fensive to some popula-
tions, but Anthony’s song 
is raw emotion rather than 
a calculated dog whis-
tle. “Rich Men” is worth 
discussing. “Try That” is 
just trying to pick a 昀ght. 
Like “accidentally” bump-
ing into someone in pub-
lic to provoke a response. 
I guess he got what he 
wanted.

It is a good thing to sing 
about justice and law 
and order and respect. It 
is even 昀ne to sing songs 
that are offensive if it 
gets/keeps us talking. I 
have had plenty of discus-
sions about some hip-hop 
and rap music. And Bob 
Marley was very good at 
getting me to sing songs 
that convicted me before 
I knew what was happen-
ing. What is not so good 
are those who are arrogant 
enough to slander people 
of faith by equating some 
songs with Christianity. 
However, I fear that on the 
left and the right “Chris-
tianity” has long stopped 
listening to Christ.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Saying it in a song
ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison

Ask the Pastor

n Old Salem Baptist Church 
has a Blessing Box located 
next to the church at 117 Old 
Salem Church Rd. Everyone 
is welcome to take items or 
place them in the box for oth-
ers to enjoy.
n Suicidal thoughts? Stop! 
Email dbrantpc@tds.net and 
request a video link that hope-
fully will change your mind.
n Salem Baptist Celebrate 
Recovery meets Monday’s 
5:30 p.m. with a meal at 6 
p.m., at 209 Highland Street, 
opposite side of the building 
from the Thrift Store.
n The Clothes Closet of the 
First Baptist Church in Fredo-
nia is open to serve the area 
with free clothes. The Clothes 
Closet is operated from 1-3 
p.m. each Thursday. The 
Clothes Closet will be closed 
in case of rain.
n Fredonia Unity Baptist 
Church’s clothes closet is 
open from 9 a.m. to noon on 
the second and fourth Satur-
day of every month.
n First Baptist Church of Fre-
donia food pantry is open from 
1 to 3 p.m. the third Thursday 
of each month in Coleman 
Hall of the church.

n The clothes closet at Mex-
ico Baptist Church is open 
from 9 to 11:30 a.m. each 
Monday.
n Cave Springs Baptist 
Church between Lola and Joy 
in Livingston County offers 

food 24 hours a day, 7 days
week at its outdoor Blessing
Box in front of the church.  
n Salem Baptist Church Thrift
Store is open 9 a.m.-1 p.m.,
Tuesday and Saturday at 209
Highland St., Salem.

Community Events & News

Christian life is becoming like Jesus
Question: I was told all 

I have to do to become a 
Christian is to believe in Je-
sus Christ as my Savior. Is 
believing in Jesus all there 
is to being a Christian?

Answer: The beginning 
of the Christian life starts 
when a person turns from 
his sins and commits to 
following Jesus. While one 
is made right with God im-
mediately, the Christian life 
includes a relationship with 
God who helps one live a 
better, more meaningful life.

God desires each one 
of His children to become 
Christlike in thought, words 
and actions. Doing so is a 

process called sancti昀ca-
tion. It involves allowing 
God to shape one’s daily 
actions by dying to one’s 
self-centered nature and 
putting on the new attitudes 
and actions of Christ.  The 
Bible urges us, “Do not lie to 
each other, since you have 
taken off your old self with 
its practices and have put 
on the new self, which is be-
ing renewed in knowledge 
in the image of its Creator” 

(Col. 3:9, 10). Above all oth-
er virtues put on love which
binds them all together in
perfect unity ( Col. 3:14).

God uses Scriptures and
prayer, the trials we face
and others to sanctify us.
He also uses our fellow
church folks to teach, train,
confront, challenge and en-
courage us. Thankfully God
does not leave us on our
own to become Christlike.
He empowers us to live for
His glory through the pow-
er of His Son’s resurrection
(Phil. 3:10).

Send your questions to:
bob@bobhardison.com



Consolidation, water shortage highlights of 1949

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

Do you ever wonder 
what was happening the 
year you were born, what 
items of interest and im-
portance were taking 
place in the town and 
county? What were some 
of the things our parents 
and grandparents were 
experiencing at this time 
as they went through 
their daily lives?  Here’s 
a look back to the year 
1949 and some items of 
community interest at 
the time.  Gathered from 
the archives of The Crit-
tenden Press.

–––
May 13, 1949

 A new Central High 
School. “Why We Build A 
Central High School,” by 
Superintendent of Crit-
tenden County Schools 
Braxton Mc-
Donald.  There 
are many rea-
sons why a cen-
tral high school 
for Crittenden 
County is being 
established. It 
is the purpose 
of this article to 
present some of 
the reasons why 
this step is be-
ing taken. It is 
hoped that every 
man and woman 
in the Crittenden 
County School 
District will 
consider very 
carefully the im-
portance of the 
steps being tak-
en and what they may 
mean toward the future 
development of better 
educational advantages 
for the children of the 
county.  

The new school will 
be an ef昀cient unit com-
pared to the four small 
high schools now oper-
ated in the county. The 
building will be 昀re proof 
and of the most modern 
and permanent type con-
struction.  A better high 
school course at less cost 
per child can thus be of-
fered to all county chil-
dren under almost ideal 
conditions.

–––
Poppy Day Flowers 

Arrive from hospital to 
be sold here.  “The pop-
pies are here!”  This is 
the words which 昀ashed 
through the ranks of El-
lis B. Ordway Unit of the 
American Legion Auxil-
iary today, when a ship-
ment of memorial pop-
pies to be worn here on 
Poppy Day arrived from 
Outwood, where they 
were made by disabled 
war veterans.  The box of 
poppies was opened and 
the work of counting and 
arranging begun to make 
them ready for the vol-
unteer workers who will 

distribute them through-
out the city on Poppy 
Day. The poppies, made 
of crepe paper with wire 
stems, are exact replicas 
of the wild poppies which 
grew “between the cross-
es row on row” in the bat-
tle cemeteries in France 
and Belgium during 
World War I.   They were 
nature’s 昀oral tribute to 
those who died.

–––
July 22, 1949 

 County Fair In 
Full Swing.  The annu-
al Crittenden County 
Fair held each year at 
Crane’s Field got under-
way Tuesday with the 
largest number of exhib-
its ever entered in a lo-
cal fair.  The number of 
houses stabled here for 

the races ex-
ceed previous 
showings by 
50 or more. 
The Fair Cir-
cuit, of which 
Marion is 
a member, 
boasts of the 
best and fast-
est number of 
entries to be 
found any-
where in the 
United States. 
The cattle on 
the grounds 
this year is 
said to be the 
best yet and 
all were high 
in the praise 
of the type 

cattle being shown.   
–––

August 5, 1949
City Faces Water Short-

age.  The City Council 
met in regular monthly 
business session Mon-
day evening at the city 
hall with Mayor Lewis 
Chipps, presiding, and 
councilman Tom Hinch, 
being the only member 
absent. Chief of Police 
Bennett Hughes was or-
dered to take steps to 
help rid the city of stray 
dogs due to the report of 
mad dogs in the county.  
Dog owners are being 
noti昀ed to con昀ne their 
dogs, and all dogs found 
wandering on the streets 
on or after Monday, Aug. 
8 will be disposed of.

–––
August 26, 1949

60th Annual Hurricane 
Camp Meeting.  The 60th 
Annual Camp Meeting at 
Hurricane is in progress 
and from all indications 
good crowds will be in at-
tendance throughout the 
entire meeting.   The Rev. 
Wade Powell, of Lanes-
ville, Ind., will do the 
preaching, ably assisted 
by Rev. And Mrs. Jack 
Aebersold, of Louisville 
in charge of the music.

 The facilities 

have been greatly im-
proved at the camp site 
and reports coming from 
those who have visited 
the 昀rst meeting state 
that they were surprised 
at the many improve-
ments made this year.   

–––
October 14, 1949

Sing Fest to Help Polio 
Victims.  The Sing Fest 
sponsored by the Marion 
Quartette at Fohs Hall 
Tuesday evening was 
well attended and appre-
ciated by all. Besides the 
Marion quartette those 
participating were The 
Crittenden Gospel Quar-
tette, Orr Gospel Quar-
tette, and the Ball Alley 
Quartette ably assisted 
by Ray Wilson’s string 
band. 

A number of Critten-
den County children are 
in hospitals now suffer-
ing from polio, the cause 
for which has not yet 
been discovered and the 
remedy for which has 
not yet been found. The 
money collected from 
the Sing Fest will be do-
nated to the National 
Polio Fund drive. If you 
have not yet contribut-
ed, please lend a helping 
hand where help is really 
needed now.

–––
November 25, 1949
Big Christmas Parade. 

Everything is in readi-
ness for Marion’s 昀rst 
annual Christmas Open-
ing and Santa Claus pa-
rade to be held at 4:30 
Friday afternoon. Santa 
Claus is due to arrive 
at the Marion airport 
about 4 o’clock and will 
join the mile-long street 
parade to pass through 
the main business sec-
tion of the city.  More 
than 25 beautiful 昀oats 
will be in the parade, 
along with several high 
school bands and all the 
comic characters from 
the funny pages of the 
daily newspapers, such 
as Mut and Jeff, Pop-
eye, Mickey Mouse and 
others. Marching bands 
from Princeton, Sturgis, 
Morgan昀eld, Lyon Coun-
ty and Rosiclaire, Ill., will 
be marching in the pa-
rade.  All stores will be 
staying opening late to 
accommodate customers 
after the parade.  

–––
December 2, 1949

50th Anniversary for 
Farmers Bank and Trust 
Co. On Dec. 1, the Farm-
ers Bank and Trust Co. 
observed its 50th anni-
versary, the bank having 
been organized on Dec. 
1, 1899.  The bank, orga-
nized just after the close 

of the Spanish-American 
War, has gone through 
two wars and a number 
of depressions, but it has 
been continuously doing 
business during the last 
50 years and has an en-
viable record among the 
banks of Kentucky in its 
accomplishments.

–––
December 23, 1949
First Cumberland 

Presbyterian Church.  
The congregation of the 
First Cumberland Pres-
byterian church will hold 
the 昀rst regular worship 
service in their beautiful 
new church just complet-
ed on the site of the old 
building on West Bellville 
Street on Christmas Day, 
Sunday, Dec. 25. The en-
tire populace of Marion 
and Crittenden county 
rejoice and congratulate 
this determined mem-
bership in the erection 
of this beautiful new 
building. The building is 
of brick 昀nish, touched 
with white stone and was 
started in July this year.  
The structure contains 
a beautiful, spacious 
auditorium, well light-
ed with a large balcony, 
pastor’s study, and three 
classrooms for Sunday 
school. It has a full-size 
basement containing 
昀ve classrooms, assem-
bly room, kitchen, two 
restrooms and furnace 
room with oil furnace.

The contract was let 
to the Clark Building & 
Supply Co. and Sylvan 
Clark, owner, furnished 
all supplies and person-
ally supervised the work.  
Mr. Clark is an elder of 
this church.

–––

For entertainment you 
might have gone to a 
movie at the Kentucky 
Theater and seen The 
Stratton Story, starring 
Jimmy Steward and 
June Allyson; Trails End, 
starring Johnny Mack 
Brown, Max Terhune; 
Any Number Can Play, 
staring Clark Gable & 
Alexis Smith; or Strike it 
Rich, starring Rod Cam-
eron & Bonita Granville.  

Some favorite places to 
eat included: Drennan’s 
Cafe, advertised hot bis-
cuits three time a day, 
Metcale’s Cafe, open 7 
days a week, 5 a.m. - 11 
p.m.., Crittenden Gro-

cery Lunch Room, plate 
lunches and short or-
ders, Marion Cafe and  
Herschel’s Pastry Shop 
for all your bakery needs.

–––
That’s our walk down 

memory lane for this 
time.  But we’ll do it 
again in some future ar-
ticles.   

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).
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One of the many interesting happenings taking place in 1949 was the construction of 
the First Cumberland Presbyterian church on West Bellville Street.



for sale
Classi昀ed advertising 
works! Customers tell us 
they sell their items faster 
than they expect by listing 
in The Crittenden Press! 
Call (270) 965-3191 to 
post a classi昀ed ad.

agriculture
3 bred Hampshire guilts 
and 10 Herferd Duroc 
Cross feeder pigs for sale. 
(352) 901-4535. (2t-35-p)

employment
$16.20 MINIMUM WAGE!!  
SIGN-ON BONUSES 
FOR MOST POSITIONS!!  
Earle C. Clements Job 
Corps Academy is seek-
ing employees. We offer 
a competitive salary, ben-
e昀ts package, and ad-
vancement opportunities.  
MTC is an equal oppor-
tunity employer-Minority/
Female/Disabled/Veteran. 
To view current open-
ings,  view quali昀cations, 
and apply, please visit our 
website: www.mtcjobs.
com “Building Tomorrow’s 
Futures Today” (tfc-c)
LABORERS NEEDED 
IMMEDIATELY! Full-time 
local positions, 1st & 2nd 
shift.  Good starting wage 
$16 or more based on 
skill & experience. Must 
pass background & drug 
screen.  Apply at Liberty 
Tire Recycling, 2071 US 
60 West, Marion KY or 
email resume to hmalo-
ney@libertytire.com. Call 
for more info 270-965-
3613. Equal Opportunity 
Employer.    (tfc-c)

services
Better Built Home Solu-
tions: Decks, pressure 
washing, window wash-
ing, home roo昀ng, paint-
ing, tree trimming and cut-
ting, general maintenance 
jobs and much more. If 
you need a job done, give 
us a call. (270) 704-1888. 
(2t-34-c) ks
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, 
sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions, rock drive-
ways, clean ditches. Call 
for quote (270) 724-4672, 
Joe Mattingly Concrete 
Construction. (20t-44-p)
Valley View Windows, 
custom built vinyl win-
dows, 3-week lead time. 
Free estimates. We in-

stall for new construction 
and replacement. Dou-
ble-pane glass, low E 
and Argon or clear glass. 
Closed Thurs., Sat. and 
Sun. New Location: 2111 
Turkey Knob Rd., Marion, 
Ky. 42064. (52t-26-p) 

notice
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for 
sale, auction etc. in this 
newspaper plus 83 oth-
er Kentucky newspapers 
including The Paducah 
Sun, Kentucky New Era 
(Hopkinsville), The Stur-
gis News, The (Princeton) 
Times Leader, The (Prov-
idence) Journal-Enter-
prise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Henderson 
Gleaner, The Livingston 
Ledger and The (Madi-
sonville) Messenger and 
for only $250. Save time 
and money by making one 
call for all! For more infor-
mation, contact the classi-
昀ed department at (270) 
965-3191 or email us at 
advertising@the-press.
com.

legal notice 
Notice is hereby given that 
on August 16, 2023 Cobie 
Evans of 108 East Carlisle 
Street, Marion, Ky. 42064 
was appointed administra-
tor of Charlotte Hensley, 
deceased, whose address 
was 201 Watson Street, 
Marion, Ky. 42064. Amy 
N. Robertson, attorney.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby noti昀ed to present 
the same properly prov-
en as required by law to 
the administrator before 
the 16th day of February, 
2024 and all claims not so 
proven and presented by 
that date shall be forever 
barred.
All persons indebted to 
the estate of the above-
named decedent, will 
please call and settle said 
debts immediately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk 
(1t-34-c)

statewides
ANIMALS/PETS

Are you a pet owner? 
Do you want to get up to 
100% back on Vet Bills? 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company has pet 
coverage that can help! 
Call 1-844-770-5259 to get 
a free quote or visit insure-
barkmeow.com/kypa
CARS/TRUCKS

CASH FOR CARS! We 
buy all cars! Junk, high-
end, totaled – it doesn’t 
matter! Get free towing 
and same day cash! NEW-
ER MODELS too! Call 
1-855-968-1588
DONATE YOUR CAR, 
RUNNING OR NOT!! 
FAST FREE PICKUP. 
Maximum tax deduction. 
Support Patriotic Hearts. 
Your car donation helps 
Vets! 1-877-459-1458
CABLE/UTILITIES

Cable Price Increase 
Again? Switch To DI-
RECTV & Save + get a 
$100 visa gift card! Get 
More Channels For Less 
Money. Restrictions apply. 
Call Now! 844-959-4732
DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite 
live TV, sports and local 
channels. 99% signal reli-
ability! CHOICE Package, 
$84.99/mo for 12 months. 
HBO Max and Premium 
Channels included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE Pack-
age or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-888-340-6138
DirecTV Satellite TV Ser-
vice Starting at $64.99/
mo For 24 mos, Free In-
stallation!  165+ Channels 
Available.  Call Now For 
The Most Sports & Enter-
tainment On TV!  855-695-
7008

DIRECTV. New 2-Year 
Price Guarantee. The 
most live MLB games this 
season, 200+ channels 
and over 45,000 on-de-
mand titles. $84.99/mo for 
24 months with CHOICE 
Package. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-866-292-5435
Switch to DISH and get 
up to a $300 gift card! 
Plus get the Multisport 
pack included for a limited 
time!  Hurry, call for details: 
1-855-633-4574
CELLULAR

Switch and save up to 
$250/year on your talk, text 
and data. No contract and 
no hidden fees. Unlimited 
talk and text with 昀exible 
data plans. Premium na-
tionwide coverage. 100% 
U.S. based customer ser-
vice. For more information, 
call 1-833-353-2982
FINANCIAL

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled 
in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn 
how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 855-977-4979
In昀ation is at 40 year 
highs. Interest rates are 
way up. Credit Cards. 
Medical Bills. Car Loans. 
Do you have $10k or more 
in debt? Call NATIONAL 
DEBT RELIEF and 昀nd out 
how to pay off your debt for 
signi昀cantly less than what 
you owe! FREE quote: Call 
1-844-262-5602
GROCERY

ENJOY 100% guaran-
teed, delivered-to-the-
door  Omaha Steaks! Get 
8 FREE Omaha Steaks 
Burgers!  Order The All-
Time Grilling Faves! ONLY 
$99.99.  Call 1-844-317-
8031 and mention code 
73375STS or visit www.
omahasteaks.com/Grill-
Faves5233
HOME IMPROVEMENT

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel 
from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer – 50% 
off installation + Additional 
10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st re-
sponders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-888-306-0302
BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME 
with energy ef昀cient new 
windows! They will in-
crease your home’s value 
& decrease your energy 
bills. Replace all or a few! 
Call now to get your free, 
no-obligation quote. 833-
442-1714
Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-866-329-
2415
Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 

available. Call Safe Step 
1-888-302-4539
BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable pric-
es - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Se-
nior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 855-980-
4857
HOME SERVICES

Prepare for power outages 
today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator 
$0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options 
Request a FREE Quote – 
Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-844-688-
8576
Don’t Pay For Covered 
Home Repairs Again! 
American Residential War-
ranty covers ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE/ $100OFF POP-
ULAR PLANS Call 877-
420-5722 Monday-Friday 
8:30am to 8:00pm EST 
PROTECT YOUR HOME 
from pests safely and af-
fordably. Pest, rodent, ter-
mite and mosquito control.  
Call for a quote or inspec-
tion today 855-798-2335
ATTENTION HOME-
OWNERS!! YOU CAN 
PROTECT YOUR APPLI-
ANCES AND SYSTEMS. 
For just a little more than 
a $1.00/day. Call now for 
First month free, $75.00/off 
1st year. 1-855-536-7294
INTERNET OFFERS

FREE high speed internet 
for those that qualify. Gov-
ernment program for recip-
ients of select programs 
incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, 
Veterans Pension, Sur-
vivor Bene昀ts, Lifeline, 
Tribal. 15 GB internet ser-
vice. Bonus offer: Android 
tablet FREE with one-time 
$20 copay. Free shipping 
& handling. Call Maxsip 
Telecom today! 1-888-335-
0109
Shop w/ A Viasat Expert 
For High Speed Satellite 
Internet. New Customer 
Deals In Your Area. Na-
tionwide Service. New 
Service For 2023. 833-
383-1496
Choose EarthLink Fiber 
Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting 
at $54.95. Plus, a $100 
gift card when you make 
the switch.  Call 1-833-
974-4780RNET OFFERS
Connect to the best wire-
less home internet with 
EarthLink. Enjoy speeds 
from 5G and 4G LTE 
networks, no contracts, 
easy installation, and data 
plans up to 300 GB. Call 
855-610-2098
HughesNet Satellite In-
ternet –Call Today for 
speeds up to 25mbps as 
low as $59.99/mo! Final-
ly, no hard data limits! 
$75 gift card, terms apply. 
1-866-481-29844G
4G LTE Home Inter-
net Now Available! Get 
GotW3 with lightning fast 
speeds plus take your ser-
vice with you when you 
travel! As low as $109.99/
mo! 1-877-706-4439
INSURANCE SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus 

procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-900-
7392 www.dental50plus.
com/26 #6258
Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life Insur-
ance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash 
to help pay funeral and 
other 昀nal expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance 
Company- 844-950-2448 
or visit www.Life55plus.
info/kypress
LAND FOR SALE

LAND FOR SALE 65+/- 
Acres, located in Owen 
County. Hunt Deer & Tur-
key, KY River Views, Fish 
from your own 1/2 mile 
shore Line.  NO ZONING. 
Pasture, Hills, Woods, 
Building Sites for Home/
Cabin. Boat ramp close. 
Water and electric avail-
able. 248-760-9449
MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility 
with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 888-982-
0374
Stroke and Cardiovascu-
lar disease are leading 
causes of death, accord-
ing to the American Heart 
Association. Screenings 
can provide peace of mind 
or early detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening to 
schedule your screening. 
Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 
1-877-465-1309
MISCELLANEOUS

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 
MEN’S SPORT WATCH-
ES! Rolex, Breitling, Ome-
ga, Patek Philippe, Heuer, 
Daytona, GMT, Subma-
riner and Speedmaster. 
Call 866-256-1169
MUSICAL INSTRU-
MENTS

TOP CA$H PAID FOR 

OLD GUITARS! 1920-
1980 Gibson, Martin,
Fender, Gretsch, Epi-
phone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie
State, D’Angelico, Strom-
berg. And Gibson Man-
dolins / Banjos. 866-812-
4393
PROFESSIONAL SER-
VICE

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920 Book
manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed.
Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribu-
tion Call for Your Free Au-
thor`s Guide 1-855-209-
2951 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/Kentucky
SENIOR LIVING

My Caring Plan’s loca
advisors have helped
thousands of families with
unique needs 昀nd senior
living. Can you afford 2k
a month in rent? We can
help for free! 855-496-
7384
SOCIAL SECURITY

Denied Social Securi-
ty Disability? Appeal! If
you’re 50+, 昀led for SSD
and denied, Our attor-
neys can help get you ap-
proved! No money out of
pockets! Call 1-866-590-
6443
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The
Crittenden 

Press
125 E. Bellville St.,

P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064

(270) 965-3191
information@the-press.

com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $6 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classi昀ed ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classi昀ed 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classi昀ed in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.
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Crittenden County's 
election plan for the 2023 
General Election was ap-
proved last week by the 
State Board of Elections 
with a couple of changes 
for convenience of voters. 

The plan keeps a coun-
tywide voting center, but 
moves it and Early Voting 
to the new County Office 
Complex at 200 Indus-
trial Dr. Previously, the 
voting center was held at 
Marion Baptist Church. 
Having Early Voting at 
the former Marion Ed-
Tech Center removes the 
need to navigate any 
stairs to vote, unlike pre-

vious elections where it 
was held at the court-
house. 

“Even if we have not 
moved county offices to 
the new building yet, 
(we’re assured) that the 
building will be ready for 
voting,” said County 
Clerk Daryl Tabor. 

The only other change 
also allows any District 1 
or District 6 voter to cast 
a ballot at Repton Baptist 
Church. Four precinct 
boundaries converge just 
a half-mile from the 
church, so allowing 
polling from all four will 
increase convenience for 

voters in that entire geo-
graphic area. 

Deer Creek Baptist 
Church will continue to 
host voting in District 2 
(Sheridan and Tolu 
precincts.)  

Mexico Baptist Church 
will still be home to 
polling for all voters in 
the southern portion of 
the county (both Frances 
precincts). 

The full plan and all 
approved election plans 
can be viewed online at 
https://elect.ky.gov/Re-
sources/Pages/County-
Election-Plans.aspx. 

County’s election plan approved by state

STAFF REPORT 
Five indictments were 

handed down by the Crit-
tenden County Grand 
Jury this month. 

A grand jury does not 
determine guilt or inno-
cense. It merely decides 
whether enough evidence 
exists in a case to con-
tinue prosecution of the 
case in cirucit court. 

The following individu-
als were indicted during 
when the grand jury met 
on Thursday, Aug. 10. 

•Jonathan C. Taylor, 
40, of Eddyville was in-
dicted on a single felony 
count of receiving stolen 
property. According to 
court records, Taylor is 
accused of receiving and 
retaining a 1991 Chevro-
let pickup truck titled to 
Jerry Stone. Taylor had a 
family connection to 
Stone,  who passed away. 
Court records say Taylor 
was not a legal benefici-
ary of the Stone estate 
and allege that Taylor 
profited by selling the 
pickup for $9,000.  

•William T. Mayers, 36, 
of Marion was indicted on 
a Class B felony charge of 
first-degree robbery and 
for being a persistent 
felony offender. Court 
records allege that on 
May 31, Mayers robbed 
two individuals with 

threat of physical force, 
brandishing a gun and 
pointing it at the head of 
one of the alleged victims. 
The indictment says May-
ers has previously been 
convicted of felonies in 
Crittenden, Trigg and 
Christian counties.  

•Rocky E. Walker, 44, 
of Marion was indicted 
for allegedly tampering 
with a witness. Court 
records say Walker called 
a woman while being de-
tained in the Crittenden 
County Detention Center. 
The indictment says 
Walker in April tried to 
influence the woman to 
make sure her sister did 
not testify against him in 
two criminal cases being 
prosecuted in Crittenden 
Circuit Court. Inmate 
conversations from the 
jail are recorded.  

•Andrew S. Burke, 33, 
of Marion was indicted on 
multiple charges stem-
ming from two encoun-
ters will local police. The 
first was on July 13 when 
Burke is alleged to have 
taken a bottle of milk and 
candy bar from Five Star 
Convenience Center. 
When Police Sgt. George 
Foster responded to a call 
from the store, he found 

Burke sitting on the curb 
outside. His report says 
Burke was combative 
and eventually arrested 
and placed in his police 
cruiser. Another incident 
on July 30 led to charges 
that Burke struck Police 
Chief Ray O’Neal with a 
40-inch long piece of 
steel rebar, injuring the 
officer, while he was at-
tempting to arrest Burke 
on a failure to appear 
warrant. He was indicted 
on a felony charge of sec-
ond-degree assault of a 
police officer and misde-
meanor charges of men-
acing, two counts of 
resisting arrest, shoplift-
ing and second-degree 
disorderly conduct. 

•Sara Bivins, 41, of 
Marion was indicted on a 
felony charge of first-de-
gree possession of a con-
trolled substance 
(methamphetamine) and 
other charges of posses-
sion of drug parapherna-
lia, first-offense operating 
a motor vehicle under the 
influence of alcohol; pos-
session of an open alco-
holic beverage container 
in a motor vehicle and 
failure to have the rear li-
cense plate on her vehicle 
illuminated. The charges 
stem from a traffic stop in 
June. 

Grand Jury

Republican gubernatorial candidate Attorney General Daniel Cameron (right) and his 
lieutenant governor running mate Sen. Robbie Mills posed for photographs with sup-
porters following brief campaign speeches last week at Marion City Hall. Pictured 
getting her photo with the GOP hopefuls is Rebecca Woodall of Marion.

STAFF REPORT 
Kentucky Attorney 

General Daniel Cameron 
spent almost an hour in 
Marion last week talking 
about his gubernatorial 
campaign to unseat Dem-
ocratic Gov. Andy 
Beshear. 

About 50 individuals, 
mostly party loyalists, 
gathered at Marion City 
Hall to hear Cameron and 
his lieutenant governor 
running mate Robbie 
Mills, pitch their plan. 
Mills, a state senator, for-
merly represented Crit-
tenden County prior to 
early 2022 when the state 
redrew legislative dis-
tricts. 

Cameron and Mills 
each touted that relation-
ship to Crittenden 
County during the brief 
remarks. Mills said he 
still considers Crittenden 
County part of his dis-
trict, and referenced Mar-
ion’s ongoing water crisis.  

“I have been working 
behind the scenes for 
you,” Mills said. 

Cameron pointed to a 

number of platform 
points, but emphasized 
his commitment to edu-
cation and policing.  

He said Kentucky stu-
dents have yet to recover 
from two years of pan-
demic policy created by 
his gubernatorial oppo-
nent. He is proposing a 
Catch Up Plan for Educa-
tion that will include re-
moving some of what he 
called the bureaucracy in 
education, raising start-
ing pay for teachers, im-
proving classroom 
discipline and bolstering 
tutoring opportunities. 
Gov. Beshear has made 
support for public educa-
tion a cornerstone of his 
term, proposing massive 
increases in state support 
for schools, as well as 
higher pay for teachers 
and state-backed univer-
sal preschool. Last week, 
he announced a pay in-
crease for educators. 

Cameron blamed 
Beshear for the state’s 
rising crime rate. And the 
problem is not just in 
Louisville, Cameron said.  

“It’s in rural areas, too. 
Across the state there is a 
68.5 percent increase in 
violent crime. It’s impact-
ing all 120 counties,” the 
attorney general said. 

A native of Elizabeth-
town, Cameron walked 
on as a defensive back 
and made the University 
of Louisville football 
team. He used a sports 
analogy to close out his 
remarks at city hall. He 
asked supporters to join 
him in changing the val-
ues of Kentucky. 

“Let’s leave it all on the 
field,” he said. 

Gubernatorial forums 
planned prior to the elec-
tion include one hosted 
by the Kentucky Cham-
ber of Commerce on Sept. 
20; a gubernatorial lunch 
forum hosted by Paducah 
Area Chamber of Com-
merce and WPSD on Oct. 
12; Kentucky Tonight’s 
gubernatorial debate on 
KET Oct. 23; and The 
Kentucky Debate hosted 
by Lexington TV WKYT on 
Oct. 24

STAFF REPORT 
On a day when he 

couldn’t count too 
strongly on his putter, 
Jeremiah Foster turned 
to pinpoint approaches 
to keep things in line as 
the senior Rocket golfer 
won the First Region All 
A Classic championship 
Saturday at Pennyrile 
State Park’s par-72 
course. 

Foster, who was run-
ner-up last year in the 
small-school regional 
tournament, edged out 
defending champion 
Travis Perry by overcom-
ing a double-bogey at 15 
and bogey at 16 to finish 
at 1-over 73. His round 
led Crittenden County’s 
team victory, the second 
in three years and fourth 
overall for 10-year head 
coach Vicki Hatfield.  

“My iron play was re-
ally good. Putting was a 
struggle, but it was for 
everybody,” he said. 
“Most of the pins were 
left and I was hitting 

some nice draws into 
them and leaving some 
makable birdie putts.” 

Foster birdied three 
holes, two on the front, 
and he was 2-under after 
14. A seven on the par-5 
15th shook him a bit, 
but the senior recovered 
with pars on the final 
two holes. Foster hit 13 
greens in regulation en 
route to the crown, the 
first by a Rocket golfer 
since Aaron Owen won it 
in 2013. 

Joining Foster in the 
winners’ circle were 
teammates Grayson 
Davidson, just a sopho-
more who shot an 85, 
and seniors Turner 
Sharp with an 87 and 
Jaxon Hatfield at 91. An-
other senior, Avery Belt 
scored 100, which his 
coach said was a higher 
score than normal. The 
team score was 336. 

Coach Hatfield thinks 
the team has a good 
chance to make some 
noise at the Kentucky All 

A Classic State Champi-
onship on Sept. 9 at Gib-
son Bay Golf Course at 
Richmond. 

Hatfield said the state 
park has been kind to 
her golfers over the 
years. The first regional 
championship her squad 
won was in 2014. Now, 
in her final season as 
coach, the team wins 
there, too. Currently un-
dergoing treatment for 
cancer, Hatfield says this 
will be her final season 
at the helm of the CCHS 
golf team. Under her di-
rection, the team has 
won the regional small-
school championship 
three out of the last four 
years. 

The CCHS girls had 
two regional tournament 
participants. Sophomore 
Georgia Holeman shot a 
110 and missed advanc-
ing to state by just five 
strokes. Eighth grader 
Abby Korzenborn shot 
133.

5 indicted in August

Cameron, Mills outline platform; 
visit with supporters at city hall

Crittenden County golf team posed for a championship photo after capturing its 
third All A Classic team championship over the past four years. Pictured with coach 
Vicki Hatfield are (from left) Grayson Davidson, Jaxon Hatfield, Avery Belt, Turner 
Sharp and Jeremiah Foster, who was medalist at the regional event at Pennyrile 
State Park Golf Course.

Rockets win 3rd team title since 2020 

Foster’s 1-over claims All A crown

TAXES 
Continued from page 1 
the same amount of tax 
revenue.   

Crittenden County 
Board of Education is 
advertising elsewhere in 
this week’s issue of the 
newspaper a proposed 
tax increase of about 
four percent, the highest 
allowable without possi-
bility of voter recall. 
School taxes would go 
up from 2022’s rate 49.0 
cents per $100 of as-
sessed value to 51.6 
cents this year. The dif-
ference would mean $26 
more in school taxes for 
property owners with a 
$100,000 home. The 
school board will have a 
public hearing on Sept. 7 
and is expected to vote 
on the tax increase that 
night at a special meet-
ing.  

Crittenden County Ex-
tension District will pres-
ent its tax rate at 
Thursday’s Crittenden 
County Fiscal Court 
meeting. The taxing dis-
trict, which partially 
funds the local Univer-
sity of Kentucky Exten-
sion Service, proposed a 
rate of 4.3 cents on real 
property and 5.72 on 
personal property. That’s 
a slight increase from 
last year. 

Crittenden County 
Public Health Board’s 
tax will remain un-
changed in 2023. 

Chris Cook, chairper-
son of the Crittenden 
County Board of Educa-
tion, provided the follow-
ing statement with 
regard to the board’s 
proposed tax rate in-

crease.   
“As our Board of Educa-

tion has faced our annual 
property tax rate decision 
for the past five years, we 
have taken the compensat-
ing rate (which has the 
goal of maintaining the 
same revenue that we had 
the previous year) or main-
tained the same rate. We 
have attempted to keep 
rates stable over the last 
few years as our nation 
faced the brutal financial 
impact that COVID has 
had on our families, farm-
ers and businesses. 

“Just as we began to re-
gain our footing from 
COVID, we have been hit 
nationally by the highest 
inflation rate in 40 years 
and the fastest increase in 
interest rates in at least 
the last 35 years, if not 
longer.  

“Then locally, we have 
been hit by a city water 
crisis that resulted in the 
city having to take a four-
percent increase in prop-
erty taxes last year with a 
significant increase in 
water rates likely to follow. 

“Coincidentally, our 
schools are one of the 
largest consumers of city 
water. 

“Each of these last five 
years, we have said that 
we have to figure it out be-
cause of all of these other 
factors that have affected 
our community. We have 
figured that out largely by 
using the federal COVID 
relief grants known as 
ESSER (Elementary and 
Secondary School Emer-
gency Relief) funds to take 
some of our normal operat-
ing expenses off of the gen-
eral fund. Using these 
one-time grant dollars, we 

have paid student accident 
insurance premiums for 
the last three years, pur-
chased one bus with two 
more on the way, have 
paid our school nurses’ ex-
penses for the last three 
years and have purchased 
everything from Chrome-
books, textbooks and 
desks to custodial sup-
plies. 

“With the conclusion of 
the ESSER program upon 
us, and the effects of infla-
tion hitting our school dis-
trict with a fury, we are 
unfortunately having to 
consider an increase in 
property tax rates this 
year. 

“Our school nurses pro-
gram was in jeopardy as 
we looked at our annual 
$70,000 investment almost 
tripling to over $200,000 
with our previous provider. 
Thankfully, the Pennyrile 
District Health Department 
has offered to work with us 
for $130,000. However, 
that still represents an in-
crease of 85 percent. And 
we know that for some of 
our students, our nurses 
provide the only access to 
healthcare that they have.   

“When we look at main-
taining our buses, we have 
seen some of our parts like 
brake major overhaul kits, 
brake drums and side 
lights go up anywhere from 
28 to 296 percent.   

“All of these increases 
are well above the overall 
nine percent inflation rate 
of last year, but represent 
just a few of the many ex-
amples.  So this is the 
backdrop that we have as 
we face this decision… a 
decision that we have not 
and will not take lightly,” 
Cook said.

WATER 
Continued from page 1 

month from the current $19.13 rate. 
The council considered setting sub-

sequent increases over next two years, 
gradually raising the base rate to 
$28.41; however, Councilman Dwight 
Sherer suggested holding off on that 
idea for now. A majority of the council 
agreed.  

“Obviously none of us want to in-
crease water rates, but we have no 
choice. Let’s do the increase the first 
year and put the second- and third-
year increases on hold and see how 
this works out,” Sherer said.  

The council voted 4-2 to amend the 
ordinance as he proposed. The new 
rate will be effective Sept. 1.  

City residents have already been hit 
by higher sewer rates and large envi-
ronmental fees to finance the $13 mil-
lion waste water plant that should be 
operational by late this fall. Many 
water and sewer customers have com-
plained that their monthly bills were 
already more than $100. 

Sherer also wanted to set aside part 
of the money that the city is generating 
from renting its chambers to the Ad-
ministrative Office of the Courts. City 
Attorney Bart Frazer advised that such 
ear-marking of the rental money may 
not be permissible. He will check. 

 Sherer suggesting setting aside 70 
percent of the AOC rent for water-re-
lated repairs, including, for example 
work on 25 inoperable or inefficient 
city fire hydrants. 



CRITTENDEN COUNTY 

Sports Events 
THURSDAY 
Volleyball at Livingston Central 
Golf boys host Hardin Co. at Heritage 
Golf girls at Webster County 
Soccer at Mayfield 
FRIDAY 
Football at Union County 
SATURDAY 
Volleyball at Ft Campbell All A Classic 
MS Softball at Marshall Co. Tournament 
MONDAY 
MS Softball hosts Webster County 
Golf hosts Lyon Co. at Deer Lakes 
TUESDAY 
Soccer  at Lyon County 
 
GOLF  

Upcoming events 
•Saturday, Sept. 9 Crittenden County 
Volunteer Fire Department will host the 
18-hole Zach Latham Memorial 
Fundraising Golf Tournament at Deer 
Lakes Golf Course in Salem.  
•Saturday, Sept. 30 4-Person Scramble 
to benefit Crittenden County High 
School baseball team will be held at 
Deer Lakes Golf Course. Register at 
the pro shop or call 270-704-3034. 
 
OUTDOORS 

Hunting Seasons 

   Here are some of the most com-
mon hunting opportunities currently in 
season or coming up:  
Bullfrog                         May 19 - Oct 31 
Squirrel                         Aug 19 - Nov 10 
Dove                              Sept 1 - Oct 26 
Canada goose                        Sept 1-15 
Deer archery                  Sept 2 - Jan 15 
Turkey archery               Sept 2 - Jan 15 
Wood duck                           Sept 16-20 
Deer crossbow            Sept 16 - Jan 15 
Teal                                       Sept 16-24 
Racoon hunting               Oct 1 - Feb 29 
Turkey crossbow                      Oct 1-22 
Deer muzzleloader                 Oct 21-22 
Deer youth hunt                      Oct 14-15 
Turkey shotgun               Oct 28 - Nov 3 
Turkey crossbow          Nov 11 - Dec 31 
Deer rifle season                   Nov 11-26 
Squirrel                         Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Quail                             Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Rabbit                           Nov 13 - Feb 10 
Racoon trapping           Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Gray or red fox             Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Beaver                          Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Bobcat                          Nov 18 - Feb 29 
Dove                              Nov 23 - Dec 3 
Canada goose              Nov 23 - Feb 15 
Turkey shotgun                          Dec 2-8 
Deer late muzzleloader           Dec 9-17 
Dove                             Dec 23 - Jan 14 
Deer free youth hunt              Dec 30-31 
Coyote                                 Year Round 
Ground hog                         Year Round 
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https://gofan.co/app/school/KY21325 
or find the link at The Press Online

LADY ROCKET SOCCER 
 
An officiating shortage canceled Crit-

tenden County’s scheduled soccer 
match at Mayfield on Monday. The 
matchup has been rescheduled for 
Thursday.  

Crittenden goes into the contest with 
a 2-1 record while Mayfield is 0-4. 

The shortage of referees for high 
school athletics is becoming problem-
atic across multiple sports. Critten-
den’s football game next week against 
McCracken County has been moved to 
Thursday for the same reason. 

 

MS ROCKET FOOTBALL 
 
Crittenden County Middle School lost 

its opening football game last week at 
home against Trigg County 50-18. For 
the Rockets, Eli Lovell caught a touch-
down pass, Cadence Hackney returned 
a kickoff 60 yards for a score and 
Ethan Sosh scored a touchdown for the 
young Rockets. Crittenden won the B 
game 14-8 as Joel Bumpus scored 
twice. 

 

MS GIRLS SOFTBALL 
 
The Lady Rocket middle school girls 

beat Caldwell County 5-2 Tuesday in 
Princeton.  

With some key hitting at the bottom 
of the batting order, CCMS scored 
three runs in the fourth and posted 

single-run frames in the thrid and fifth 
innings while Brodi Rich struck out 
seven and walked none en route to a 
complete game five-hit win. 

Rich, Karli Jent, Brenna Kemmer, 
Ayanna Matthews and Kaylin Coleman 
had hits for CCMS, which improved to 
4-6 on the season. 

Crittenden County went 2-2 in mid-
dle school softball action last weekend 
in the Christian County Tournament. 
The Lady Rockets beat Christian 14-9 
and McCracken County 15-4. The girls 
lost 9-5 to Allen County and 10-0 to 
Marshall County.  

Brenna Kemmer, Abigail Champion, 
Jordyn Hodge, Karli Jent, and Aliza 
Maraman all had two hits against 
Christian County and Kemmer went 
the distance in the circle. 

Marshall County held CCMS to just 
one hit by Sara Green. 

Against McCracken, the Lady Rock-
ets got three hits from Rich. Jent and 
Champion, Maraman and Hodge had 
two hits apiece. Rich pitched the whole 
game, throwing a three-hitter. 

Crittenden scattered six hits against 
Allen County. Champion and Kemmer 
each had RBIs. Kemmer pitched a com-
plete game, allowing six hits and strik-
ing tout two. 

 

ROCKET GOLF  
Jeremiah Foster was medalist last 

Thursday in a three-team match at 
Deer Lakes Golf Course in Salem. The 

Crittenden senior shot a 37 as CCHS 
won the day against Livingston Central 
and Christian Fellowship School. 
Rocket golfer Avery Belt shot a 43, 
Grayson Davidson a 45, Jaxon Hatfield 
46 and Turner Sharp 47. 

Machi Davidson and Carter Ray led 
Livingston with a pair of 45s.  

The Rocket golfers won the All A 
Classic last weekend and Jeremiah 
Foster was the regional champion. See 
details on page 8. 

 

CCHS VOLLEYBALL 
 
The Lady Rockets improved to 3-6 on 

the season with a straight-set victory 
over Webster County at home Tuesday. 
Afterwards, coach Bayley McDonald 
tendered her resignation. 

Second-year assistant coach Savan-
nah Tays has been named interim head 
coach for the remainder of the season. 

McDonald, who just started her fifth 
season as head coach, was 64-61 over-
all with four straight district titles dur-
ing her coaching tenure. 

Crittenden won the match against 
Webster County 25-9, 25-18, 25-16. 

Last weekend, CCHS managed just 
one win in a six-game schedule at the 
Apollo Summer Slam in Owensboro. 

Crittenden’s girls beat Edmonson 
County 2-0 but lost in straight sets to 
Clarksville, Nelson County, University 
Heights and Owensboro. They lost 2-1 
(18-25, 25-20 and 15-11) to Allen 
County-Scottsville.

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County opened 

its season Friday with a 31-8 
win at Webster County. 

Defensively, the Rockets 
sputtered early, but gained 
momentum after allowing 
Webster to score on its open-
ing series. From there, the de-
fensive unit pitched a 
shutout, provided a key goal-
line stand to start the second 
half, got three turnovers and 
scored on one of them. It also 
held the Trojans to zero or 
negative yards on 17 of their 
41 rushing plays. 

Offensively, senior quarter-
back Micah Newcom and his 
corps of receivers stretched 
the Webster secondary for 
282 yards passing. Sopho-
more Caden Howard led six 
Rocket receivers with six 
catches for 145 yards. 

A pivotal point in the game 
came when Webster County 
returned the second-half's 
opening kickoff to the Rocket 
two-yard line before Cam’ron 
Belcher made a stop. Critten-
den's defense, led by senior 
linebacker Bennett McDaniel, 
pushed the Trojans back-
wards and prevented a score, 
forcing a fourth down at the 
three, and preserving a one-
possession lead. Crittenden 
was ahead 18-8 at the half. 

"We were able to get a goal-
line stand. I think that set the 
tone and we just fought from 
there," third-year CCHS head 
coach Gaige Courtney said. 
"After that I don’t think we 
ever laid down or were con-
tent with anything, or lost 
focus. Webster County is a 
good football team. They play 
hard.” 

The Rockets added insur-
ance on their second series of 
the last half, punching it into 
the end zone with 11:38 to 
play in the final period when 
senior running back Gattin 
Travis scored on a nine-yard 
run. 

The defense put a punctua-
tion mark on the victory, 
posting six more points with 
just over six minutes to play 
when junior Kaiden Travis re-
covered a Webster fumble in 

the Trojan end zone. 
“I thought the defense for 

the most part played pretty 
well. We were bend-but-don’t-
break, and that’s okay as long 
as they don’t get in the end 
zone,” Courtney said. 

Newcom had two short TD 
runs in the first half. His first 
score was set up by three 
first-down passes and the 
quarterback ran the ball three 
times in that opening series. 
His second short scoring run 
followed a pass to Howard, 
taking the ball to the Trojan 
two-yard line. 

The Rockets misfired in the 
red zone twice in the first half, 
failing to score despite three 
chances from inside the five 
on the second offensive series. 
However, Webster fumbled on 
its first play from near its own 
goal line and the Rockets re-

covered to score in two plays. 
Crittenden also moved to the 
Trojan seven-yard line on its 
third series and came up 
short when an exchange was 
fumbled from the center to 
the quarterback.  

The Rockets have now won 
14 straight games against the 
Trojans and have lost just six 
times to the border county 
over the past 40 years. Web-
ster's leading offensive player, 
Jackson Edens, missed most 
of the second half Friday with 
an injury.  

Crittenden will play at 
Union County at 7:30 this 
week. The Braves beat Madis-
onville 21-14 it their opener. 
Crittenden struggled in a lop-
sided loss to Madisonville in a 
pre-season scrimmage. 
 
Crittenden Co.        18     0      0   13 
Webster County       8      0      0    0 
SCORING PLAYS 
C-Micah Newcom 1 run (Tyler Belt pass 
from Newcom) 9:27, 1st 
W-Jarvis Starks-Scott 51 run (Jackson 
Edens run) 8:10, 1st 
C-Newcom 1 run (Casey Cates pass 
from Newcom) :54, 1st 
C-Gattin Travis 9 run (Keller pass from 
Newcom) 11:33, 4th 
C-Kaiden Travis fumble recovery (New-
com kick) 6:23, 4th 
TEAM TOTALS 
First Downs: CCHS 19, WCHS 11 
Penalties: CCHS 7-60, WCHS 8-51 

Rushing: CCHS 32-85, WCHS 41-124 
Passing: CCHS 17-28-0, 282; WCHS 
4-9-0, 74 
Total Yards: CCHS 367, WCHS 198 
Fumbles/Lost: CCHS 1-1, WCHS 4-3 
 
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
Rushing 
CCHS: Travis 6-25, Belt 4-17, Bennett 
McDaniel 1-1, Levi Piper 5-12, Cam’ron 
Belcher 1-(-7), Newcom 15-38. WCHS: 
Dylan Poe 2-(-1), Starks-Scott 7-43, 
Jackson Edens 7-18, Ty Phillips 3-14, 
Tyler Kautzman 11-79, Andrew 
Boucher 1-(-6), Blake Hanor 11-(-23). 
Passing 
CCHS: Newcom 17-27-0, 282; Belcher 
0-1-0. WCHS: Hanor 4-9-0, 74. 
Receiving 
CCHS: Belt 3-36, Belcher 1-2, Gabe 
Keller 3-34, Caden Howard 6-145, 
Casey Cats 3-39, Tyree McLean 1-26. 
WCHS: Poe 1-4, Edens 4-70. 
Defense 
Gabe Keller 5 solos; Levi Piper 4 solos, 
2 assists, TFL, 2 sacks, fumble recov-
ery; Bennett McDaniel 6 solos, assist, 
2 TFLs, sack, caused fumble, fumble 
recovery; Casey Cates 4 solos; Tyler 
Belt 6 solos, assist; Grayson James 2 
solos, 5 assists, TFL; Kaiden Travis 3 
solos, assist, fumble recovery; Cam’ron 
Belcher 3 solos; Braden Mahnke 2 
solos, 2 assists, TFL; Caden Howard 3 
solos, assist; Brayden Poindexter 4 
solos, 5 assists, TFL; Jacob Carter 
solos; Michael Counts solo, assist, TFL. 
Players of the Game: Offense Caden 
Howard; Defense Bennett McDaniel; 
Lineman Travis Blazina; Speical Teams 
Cam’ron Belcher. 

McCracken Change 
   Crittenden County’s football 
game scheduled against Mc-
Cracken County for Friday, 
Sept. 1 has been changed to 
Thursday, Aug. 31. The 
change is necessary due to a 
shortage of referees. This will 
be CCHS’s home football 
opener. Kickoff is at 7 p.m.

For the first time ever, Crittenden County has an official middle school softball team. The girls are competing against area teams on 
a fall schedule that includes various weekend tournaments and weeknight games. Pictured are (front from left) Adelynn Nelson, 
London McCord, Kinley Copeland, Ava Tabor, (middle) Ayanna Matthews, Kaylin Coleman, Karlie Jent, Brooklyn Lovell, Sarah Grau, 
Madison Teas, Brodi Rich, (back) coach Stephen Smith, Fiona Louden, Jordyn Hodge, Mela Kate Penn, Aliza Maraman, coach Joey 
Rich, Caroline Martin, Brenna Kemmer, Lilly Cappello, Abigail Champion and coach Joey Cappello.

Rockets beat Webster in football opener

Mary Rachel Stephens delivers a 
serve during a recent match at Chris-
tian County.

Rocket defensive end Kaiden Travis (53) has a bead on the Webster quarterback.



STAFF REPORT 
A number of formalities 

remain before construc-
tion can begin next 
spring, including prop-
erty acquisition and an-
nexation, but plans for a 
proposed housing com-
plex on the east side of 
Marion continue to press 
forward. 

A design and engineer-
ing firm recently provided 
city leaders detailed 
plans for the 48-unit, 
$10 million complex that 
will straddle McMican 
Road. The city was also 
provided photographs of 
similar projects, includ-
ing one in Elizabethtown, 
Ky. City leaders say the 
development company 
plans to acquire title to 
14 acres on the east side 
of Marion within days. 
The company has already 
named its proposed com-
plex, Cole Springs. 

Developing the site is 
Parkland Manor, a non-
profit organization estab-
lished in 1986, which 
has over the years built 
or managed several 
housing complexes 
across the common-
wealth. Consulting on 
the project is Wabuck 
Development, which, like 
Parkland, is headquar-
tered in Leitchfield, Ky. 
Wabuck is also involved 
in operations at Belleville 
Manor in Marion. 

There was some dis-
cussion about the 
planned development 
during last month’s Mar-
ion City Council meeting. 
A county resident, Den-
ver Robertson, who lives 
along KY 120 near McMi-
can Road asked city lead-
ers if his property would 
be annexed when the city 
moves its boundaries to 
pick up the proposed de-
velopment area. 

“I keep hearing rumors 
about annexation out our 
way,” Robertson said to 
the city council. 

Mayor D’Anna Brown-
ing and Marion City Ad-
ministrator Diane 
Ford-Benningfield each 
addressed the question. 
Both indicated that any 
annexation would be 
soley to add the housing 
complex footprint into 
the corporate city limits. 

“They will have to have 
water and sewer and we 
will have to annex them 
to provide that,” the city 
administrator said. “It 
would be to that project 

only, and its within feet 
of being in the city al-
ready.” 

Ford-Benningfield said 
there is a statewide 
moratorium on annexa-
tion, except for cases 
where the county and 
city agree and where util-
ities are sought by a 
landowner that desires to 
be annexed to receive 
those services. The pause 
on involuntary city an-
nexation was mandated 
by Senate Bill 141, which 
came of the 2023 legisla-
tive session. Lawmakers 
want to examine and per-
haps remake rules con-
cerning annexation 
because of the financial 
impact it has on local 
governments and resi-
dents. 

This project in Marion 
does not appear to meet 
any of the objections to 
annexation as all parties 
are in agreement, the city 
administrator explained. 

City leaders say the 
large development will 
also not be affected by a 
moratorium on multi-
unit connections to Mar-
ion’s sewer system, 
which has been in place 
for years because of 
problems with the town’s 
waste water facility. A 
new $13 million waste 
water plant is under con-
struction and will be 
done by the time the 
housing complex is ready 
for service.  

A recent study found 
that Crittenden is among 
the top 20 counties in the 
commonwealth with a 
high need for affordable 
housing. Those findings, 
Ford-Benningfield said, 
have generated a great 
deal of interest from de-
velopers. 

“I have received multi-
ple calls, one the other 
day was pretty serious. 
The caller was basically 
looking at the same sce-
nario as the McMican 
Road complex,” she said. 
“This one was looking at 
a location out 60 West.” 

Ford-Benningfield said 
other recent studies have 
Marion and Crittenden 
County ranked even 
higher, among the state’s 
top five communities in 
need of housing options. 

The housing complex 
proposed for McMican 
Road is very close to the 
park and fairgrounds. It 
is in close proximity to 
groceries, healthcare, 
pharmacies and other 
services and amenities 
sought by elderly. The 
complex is being built 
largely through federal 
funding and will be re-
quired to have 80 percent 
of tenants age 55 or 
older. 

Researchers for the 
aforementioned study 
used data from various 
sources, including the 
Kentucky Housing Cor-
poration, Economic Cen-
sus of the U.S., American 
Community Survey and 
Kentucky Rankings 
Data. 

“Demand for housing is 
a multi-faceted, complex 
topic that is influenced 
by a broad spectrum of 
elements,” the authors 
said in a narrative re-
leased with the data. “We 
include a broad variety of 
factors which are corre-
lated with both the indi-
vidual and the 
community. The vari-
ables included can be 
grouped into four broad 
topical groups: Income, 
employment, health and 

housing.” 
Affordable housing can 

be defined as obtainable 
housing where the 
renter, leaseholder or 
owner has enough money 
left over after paying rent 
or mortgage to pay for 
food, utilities and a vehi-
cle without being over-
burdened. 

Low-income housing is 
the primary focus of the 
recent study, which used 
metrics that included the 
percentage of the popula-
tion who rent or own, are 
making less than 

$35,000 annually and 
spend more than 30 per-
cent of their income on 
housing. 

Also included in the 
survey was overall popu-
lation trends, the per-
centage of dwellings built 
prior to 1979, the avail-
ability of healthcare, 
overall health of the pop-
ulation and labor force 
statistics.  

Ford-Benningfield said 
development inside city 
is needed, and it will en-
hance the quality of life 
for many. 

“This will give us a little 
relief on our need for sen-
ior housing. Our housing 
opportunity as a whole is 
low in Marion. The com-
munity is getting older 
and these seniors need 
places to live that are 
convenient to the serv-
ices they need like the 
hospital, doctors and 
groceries.” 

She also said new de-
velopment raises the 
local tax base and helps 
spread the burden of 
paying for community 
services. 
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The above proposed layout of the intended housing development on McMican Road was recently provided to 
the City of Marion for planning purposes. Marion will need to annex the area in order to provide water and sewer 
to the development. The drawings show McMican Road running between complexes on both sides.

Low 
Low-Moderate 
Moderate 
Moderate-High 
High

Demand Index Rank by County

Taking into account variables that influence demand for housing 
within a county, the counties above that are shaded in red are 
those with the highest demand for housing in the state; counties 
shaded in dark blue have the lowest demand for housing in the 
state. In terms of regional trends, a recent study found that a large 
portion of eastern Kentucky is shaded in Orange (Moderate to 
High Demand) and Red (High Demand). Calloway County has the 
highest demand rank in the state, followed by Robertson, Clay, 
Knox, and Letcher counties (respectively). Crittenden is ranked 
No. 18 among counties with highest demand. Hancock County 
has the lowest demand rank in the state. 

This housing complex in Elizabethtown is an example 
of what the proposed units on McMican Road will look 
like. The housing complex here has been given the 
name Cole Springs. Construction will begin in the 
spring.

McMican Road development could be first of more

GOLF 
Continued from page 1 

probably the oldest living 
members of the club. 
They joined in 1971 so 
Linda could take their 
children to the pool. 

“You had to get there 
early to find a chair or 
even a place on the con-
crete around the pool,” 
she said. “It was wall to 
wall, really crowded back 
then. Now, you’re lucky 
to see a dozen people out 
there.” 

Sam is 86 and talks 
about the club’s glory 
days, back when small 
businesses and manu-
facturing was more 
prevalent in town. Re-
tired now, Smith oper-
ated a hardware store in 
Marion. Like many other 
businessmen in the 
1970s, he took up golf 
and played often. On 
Sunday afternoons the 
course was full. Young 
people were involved 
then, too, he said, be-
cause they had fewer op-
tions. 

“A lot of it is the par-
ents. They give them a T-
top and 100-dollar bill 
now, and say, ‘Go have a 
good time.’ Kids are driv-
ing better cars than you 
and I did when we were 
30 years old. And these 
smartphones take a lot of 
their time, too,” he said. 

Those who are still 
clinging to the club’s her-
itage lament what will 
happen, as are those who 
live along its borders. 
There are about 20 
homes that butt up 
against the perimeter of 
the course. 

Listed for sale at 
$750,000 on LoopNet, an 
online commercial real 
estate website, the club 
and its 69.8 acres are 
being marketed as an 
asset sale. Randall 
Barondess of Westlake 
Village, Calif., has been 
retained to handle the 
sale. He is a commercial 
real estate asset man-
ager, business broker 
and consultant. 

A news release pro-
vided by Barondess is ti-
tled, “Marion Country 
Club announces 90-day 
exploratory study on best 

use of its approximately 
70 acres within the City 
of Marion. A feasibility 
study for the best and 
most efficient use of The 
Heritage at Marion Coun-
try Club is underway.” 

Information provided 
by the news release 
points to three options on 
which current ownership 
plans to focus its study, 
“1. Vetting a qualified 
buyer who would provide 
hands-on and on-site 
management, 2. Investi-
gate fractional ownership 
laws for homeowners 
who live nearby, espe-
cially those with homes 
directly on the fairways, 
3. Conversion of the 70 
acres for affordable and 
senior housing.” 

King, 84, spends most 
of his time in California 
where he has other busi-
ness interests, but he 
owns a home in Marion 
and is here from time to 
time. Keeping the facility 
open, he says, is a prior-
ity, and those currently 
involved believe those in-
tentions are bonafide.  

“My goal is to keep the 
course open, but it must 
make sound financial 
sense. Ultimately, we 
hope for the right oppor-
tunity to present itself as 
shuttering the course 
with its facilities could be 
detrimental to the com-
munity,” King said. 

He has also offered to 
finance the deal, or per-
haps to donate the facil-
ity to a municipal or 
charitable organization.  

“Eddie King has put so 
much money into the 
place,” Tabor said. “He 
has tried. He’s worked 
hard to make it better, 
but the community has 
just not supported it.” 

The news release from 
King Heritage pointed to 
“significant capital up-
grades and continual in-
jections of operating 
cash” that have been put 
into the facility over the 
last few years.  

In addition to being 
home to the high school 
golf team, the facility 
hosts a community-
based swim team that in-
cludes dozens of 
youngsters. 

“With the post-COVID 

decline of business rev-
enue,” the corporation 
says in the news release 
that it has retained the 
California-based asset 
manager “to evaluate and 
report to the (corpora-
tion’s president), the best 
direction for King Her-
itage Inc., and to make 
recommendations for fu-
ture continuation of club 
activities, or alternative 
development opportuni-
ties for the property. 

“While Mr. King has al-
ways provided a quality 
and affordable golf 
course with dining and 
other recreational facili-
ties for the community, 
the support and contin-
ual labor issues with 
being an absentee owner 
simply has proven overly 
difficult,” the official 
news release stated. 

Barondess said the 
City of Marion turned 
down an option to ac-
quire the club. 

“We floated the acquisi-
tion of the golf course 
and its facilities to the 
City of Marion which 
would enhance tourism 
and generate additional 
tax revenue as a public 
golf course, banquet and 
restaurant facility and a 
public pool for residents, 
visitors and schools,” he 
said. 

Marion Mayor D’Anna 
Browning said that while 
the facility is important 
to the community, water 
security, improved 
streets and other infra-
structure are priorities.  

“Although a municipal 
golf course and pool 
would be a valuable asset 
to our community, I can-
not ask all of the people 
of Marion to pay more for 
water and then make a 
high-risk investment for 
the benefit of some. If our 
tourism committee 
agrees that it is a good 
investment, I will fully 
support it,” she said. 

Kevin Maxfield, chair-
man of the Marion 
Tourism and Recreation 
Commission, said there 
are no planned discus-
sions with regard to that 
organization acquiring or 
operating the golf course 
or accompanying facili-
ties.
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A number of formalities 

remain before construc-
tion can begin next 
spring, including prop-
erty acquisition and an-
nexation, but plans for a 
proposed housing com-
plex on the east side of 
Marion continue to press 
forward. 

A design and engineer-
ing firm recently provided 
city leaders detailed 
plans for the 48-unit, 
$10 million complex that 
will straddle McMican 
Road. The city was also 
provided photographs of 
similar projects, includ-
ing one in Elizabethtown, 
Ky. City leaders say the 
development company 
plans to acquire title to 
14 acres on the east side 
of Marion within days. 
The company has already 
named its proposed com-
plex, Cole Springs. 

Developing the site is 
Parkland Manor, a non-
profit organization estab-
lished in 1986, which 
has over the years built 
or managed several 
housing complexes 
across the common-
wealth. Consulting on 
the project is Wabuck 
Development, which, like 
Parkland, is headquar-
tered in Leitchfield, Ky. 
Wabuck is also involved 
in operations at Belleville 
Manor in Marion. 

There was some dis-
cussion about the 
planned development 
during last month’s Mar-
ion City Council meeting. 
A county resident, Den-
ver Robertson, who lives 
along KY 120 near McMi-
can Road asked city lead-
ers if his property would 
be annexed when the city 
moves its boundaries to 
pick up the proposed de-
velopment area. 

“I keep hearing rumors 
about annexation out our 
way,” Robertson said to 
the city council. 

Mayor D’Anna Brown-
ing and Marion City Ad-
ministrator Diane 
Ford-Benningfield each 
addressed the question. 
Both indicated that any 
annexation would be 
soley to add the housing 
complex footprint into 
the corporate city limits. 

“They will have to have 
water and sewer and we 
will have to annex them 
to provide that,” the city 
administrator said. “It 
would be to that project 

only, and its within feet 
of being in the city al-
ready.” 

Ford-Benningfield said 
there is a statewide 
moratorium on annexa-
tion, except for cases 
where the county and 
city agree and where util-
ities are sought by a 
landowner that desires to 
be annexed to receive 
those services. The pause 
on involuntary city an-
nexation was mandated 
by Senate Bill 141, which 
came of the 2023 legisla-
tive session. Lawmakers 
want to examine and per-
haps remake rules con-
cerning annexation 
because of the financial 
impact it has on local 
governments and resi-
dents. 

This project in Marion 
does not appear to meet 
any of the objections to 
annexation as all parties 
are in agreement, the city 
administrator explained. 

City leaders say the 
large development will 
also not be affected by a 
moratorium on multi-
unit connections to Mar-
ion’s sewer system, 
which has been in place 
for years because of 
problems with the town’s 
waste water facility. A 
new $13 million waste 
water plant is under con-
struction and will be 
done by the time the 
housing complex is ready 
for service.  

A recent study found 
that Crittenden is among 
the top 20 counties in the 
commonwealth with a 
high need for affordable 
housing. Those findings, 
Ford-Benningfield said, 
have generated a great 
deal of interest from de-
velopers. 

“I have received multi-
ple calls, one the other 
day was pretty serious. 
The caller was basically 
looking at the same sce-
nario as the McMican 
Road complex,” she said. 
“This one was looking at 
a location out 60 West.” 

Ford-Benningfield said 
other recent studies have 
Marion and Crittenden 
County ranked even 
higher, among the state’s 
top five communities in 
need of housing options. 

The housing complex 
proposed for McMican 
Road is very close to the 
park and fairgrounds. It 
is in close proximity to 
groceries, healthcare, 
pharmacies and other 
services and amenities 
sought by elderly. The 
complex is being built 
largely through federal 
funding and will be re-
quired to have 80 percent 
of tenants age 55 or 
older. 

Researchers for the 
aforementioned study 
used data from various 
sources, including the 
Kentucky Housing Cor-
poration, Economic Cen-
sus of the U.S., American 
Community Survey and 
Kentucky Rankings 
Data. 

“Demand for housing is 
a multi-faceted, complex 
topic that is influenced 
by a broad spectrum of 
elements,” the authors 
said in a narrative re-
leased with the data. “We 
include a broad variety of 
factors which are corre-
lated with both the indi-
vidual and the 
community. The vari-
ables included can be 
grouped into four broad 
topical groups: Income, 
employment, health and 

housing.” 
Affordable housing can 

be defined as obtainable 
housing where the 
renter, leaseholder or 
owner has enough money 
left over after paying rent 
or mortgage to pay for 
food, utilities and a vehi-
cle without being over-
burdened. 

Low-income housing is 
the primary focus of the 
recent study, which used 
metrics that included the 
percentage of the popula-
tion who rent or own, are 
making less than 

$35,000 annually and 
spend more than 30 per-
cent of their income on 
housing. 

Also included in the 
survey was overall popu-
lation trends, the per-
centage of dwellings built 
prior to 1979, the avail-
ability of healthcare, 
overall health of the pop-
ulation and labor force 
statistics.  

Ford-Benningfield said 
development inside city 
is needed, and it will en-
hance the quality of life 
for many. 

“This will give us a little 
relief on our need for sen-
ior housing. Our housing 
opportunity as a whole is 
low in Marion. The com-
munity is getting older 
and these seniors need 
places to live that are 
convenient to the serv-
ices they need like the 
hospital, doctors and 
groceries.” 

She also said new de-
velopment raises the 
local tax base and helps 
spread the burden of 
paying for community 
services. 
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The above proposed layout of the intended housing development on McMican Road was recently provided to 
the City of Marion for planning purposes. Marion will need to annex the area in order to provide water and sewer 
to the development. The drawings show McMican Road running between complexes on both sides.

Low 
Low-Moderate 
Moderate 
Moderate-High 
High

Demand Index Rank by County

Taking into account variables that influence demand for housing 
within a county, the counties above that are shaded in red are 
those with the highest demand for housing in the state; counties 
shaded in dark blue have the lowest demand for housing in the 
state. In terms of regional trends, a recent study found that a large 
portion of eastern Kentucky is shaded in Orange (Moderate to 
High Demand) and Red (High Demand). Calloway County has the 
highest demand rank in the state, followed by Robertson, Clay, 
Knox, and Letcher counties (respectively). Crittenden is ranked 
No. 18 among counties with highest demand. Hancock County 
has the lowest demand rank in the state. 

This housing complex in Elizabethtown is an example 
of what the proposed units on McMican Road will look 
like. The housing complex here has been given the 
name Cole Springs. Construction will begin in the 
spring.

McMican Road development could be first of more
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probably the oldest living 
members of the club. 
They joined in 1971 so 
Linda could take their 
children to the pool. 

“You had to get there 
early to find a chair or 
even a place on the con-
crete around the pool,” 
she said. “It was wall to 
wall, really crowded back 
then. Now, you’re lucky 
to see a dozen people out 
there.” 

Sam is 86 and talks 
about the club’s glory 
days, back when small 
businesses and manu-
facturing was more 
prevalent in town. Re-
tired now, Smith oper-
ated a hardware store in 
Marion. Like many other 
businessmen in the 
1970s, he took up golf 
and played often. On 
Sunday afternoons the 
course was full. Young 
people were involved 
then, too, he said, be-
cause they had fewer op-
tions. 

“A lot of it is the par-
ents. They give them a T-
top and 100-dollar bill 
now, and say, ‘Go have a 
good time.’ Kids are driv-
ing better cars than you 
and I did when we were 
30 years old. And these 
smartphones take a lot of 
their time, too,” he said. 

Those who are still 
clinging to the club’s her-
itage lament what will 
happen, as are those who 
live along its borders. 
There are about 20 
homes that butt up 
against the perimeter of 
the course. 

Listed for sale at 
$750,000 on LoopNet, an 
online commercial real 
estate website, the club 
and its 69.8 acres are 
being marketed as an 
asset sale. Randall 
Barondess of Westlake 
Village, Calif., has been 
retained to handle the 
sale. He is a commercial 
real estate asset man-
ager, business broker 
and consultant. 

A news release pro-
vided by Barondess is ti-
tled, “Marion Country 
Club announces 90-day 
exploratory study on best 

use of its approximately 
70 acres within the City 
of Marion. A feasibility 
study for the best and 
most efficient use of The 
Heritage at Marion Coun-
try Club is underway.” 

Information provided 
by the news release 
points to three options on 
which current ownership 
plans to focus its study, 
“1. Vetting a qualified 
buyer who would provide 
hands-on and on-site 
management, 2. Investi-
gate fractional ownership 
laws for homeowners 
who live nearby, espe-
cially those with homes 
directly on the fairways, 
3. Conversion of the 70 
acres for affordable and 
senior housing.” 

King, 84, spends most 
of his time in California 
where he has other busi-
ness interests, but he 
owns a home in Marion 
and is here from time to 
time. Keeping the facility 
open, he says, is a prior-
ity, and those currently 
involved believe those in-
tentions are bonafide.  

“My goal is to keep the 
course open, but it must 
make sound financial 
sense. Ultimately, we 
hope for the right oppor-
tunity to present itself as 
shuttering the course 
with its facilities could be 
detrimental to the com-
munity,” King said. 

He has also offered to 
finance the deal, or per-
haps to donate the facil-
ity to a municipal or 
charitable organization.  

“Eddie King has put so 
much money into the 
place,” Tabor said. “He 
has tried. He’s worked 
hard to make it better, 
but the community has 
just not supported it.” 

The news release from 
King Heritage pointed to 
“significant capital up-
grades and continual in-
jections of operating 
cash” that have been put 
into the facility over the 
last few years.  

In addition to being 
home to the high school 
golf team, the facility 
hosts a community-
based swim team that in-
cludes dozens of 
youngsters. 

“With the post-COVID 

decline of business rev-
enue,” the corporation 
says in the news release 
that it has retained the 
California-based asset 
manager “to evaluate and 
report to the (corpora-
tion’s president), the best 
direction for King Her-
itage Inc., and to make 
recommendations for fu-
ture continuation of club 
activities, or alternative 
development opportuni-
ties for the property. 

“While Mr. King has al-
ways provided a quality 
and affordable golf 
course with dining and 
other recreational facili-
ties for the community, 
the support and contin-
ual labor issues with 
being an absentee owner 
simply has proven overly 
difficult,” the official 
news release stated. 

Barondess said the 
City of Marion turned 
down an option to ac-
quire the club. 

“We floated the acquisi-
tion of the golf course 
and its facilities to the 
City of Marion which 
would enhance tourism 
and generate additional 
tax revenue as a public 
golf course, banquet and 
restaurant facility and a 
public pool for residents, 
visitors and schools,” he 
said. 

Marion Mayor D’Anna 
Browning said that while 
the facility is important 
to the community, water 
security, improved 
streets and other infra-
structure are priorities.  

“Although a municipal 
golf course and pool 
would be a valuable asset 
to our community, I can-
not ask all of the people 
of Marion to pay more for 
water and then make a 
high-risk investment for 
the benefit of some. If our 
tourism committee 
agrees that it is a good 
investment, I will fully 
support it,” she said. 

Kevin Maxfield, chair-
man of the Marion 
Tourism and Recreation 
Commission, said there 
are no planned discus-
sions with regard to that 
organization acquiring or 
operating the golf course 
or accompanying facili-
ties.
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